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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

PROFESSIONAL 
COURTESIES

FUNDING UPDATES

SCHEME NEWS

Readers of this Newsletter who are 
familiar with the Trust will know that 
it makes a significant contribution to 
the funding of the UK Research Base 
(some £80 million or so in awards each 
year) but that the organisation itself 
employs only a small administrative 
staff of 14 people (including myself). 
This comprises an Assistant Director, 
Finance Director, Grant Managers, 
Finance Assistants, and (last but not 
least) a single Communications Officer. 
Understandably, therefore, the regular 
requests that we receive from agencies or 
persons who wish to speak to ‘a member 
of our Communications Team’ or to be 
transferred to ‘the Trust’s Media Hub’ are 
met with some amusement in the office.
 Our ‘Media Hub’ (sorry Bahia) 
does a fine job of publicising our 
awards, but we also benefit enormously 
from the professional courtesy shown 
by our award holders, most of whom 
acknowledge fulsomely the funding that 
has been provided by the Trust. 
 Most commonly these professional 
courtesies take the form of an 
appreciative sentence or two in the 
preface to a scholarly monograph or the 
footnotes to an article in an academic 
journal or periodical. Some of the 
most striking are to be found in the 
personal letters which the Trust receives 
each year from individual students 
or younger academics who feel that 
their lives and career prospects have 
been transformed by the award of a 
Leverhulme scholarship or fellowship. 
At the other extreme, our new Research 
Centres have raised the bar somewhat 
with respect to public recognition, by 
securing a royal opening by HM the 

Queen and Prince Philip (our Centre 
for Forensic Science at the University 
of Dundee), a substantial branded 
share in an impressive new science 
building (the Leverhulme Centre for 
Functional Materials Design at the 
University of Liverpool), a multi-million 
viewed presentation by Professor 
Stephen Hawking at the launch of the 
Leverhulme Centre for the Future of 
Intelligence (University of Cambridge), 
and a high-profile international launch 
conference at the Royal Society (for our 
Centre for Climate Change Mitigation, 
based at the University of Sheffield). 
 So, as we announce the closing 
round of Leverhulme grants made by 
the Board in 2016, this would seem to 
be an appropriate occasion simply to 
say ‘thank you’, not only for the many 
wonderful public and private expressions 
of gratitude that the Trust receives from 
our award holders, but also for the 
unfailingly generous support that we 
enjoy from our peer reviewers, expert 
advisers and others in the sector, upon 
which our continued success depends.
 And what a grant round this has 
been: 13 Research Leadership Awards, 
each worth approximately £1 million, 
over five years; 30 Philip Leverhulme 
Prizes, worth £100,000 to each winner; 
more than £12 million committed to 
new Research Project Grants; together 
with 33 Major Research Fellowships, and 
a raft of Visiting Professorships. Many 
congratulations to all our new grant-
holders. The Trustees look forward to 
learning about your findings over the 
years to come.

Professor Gordon Marshall

OPENING SCHEMES

The Leverhulme Trust begins the New 
Year by re-opening a number of key 
schemes.

Philip Leverhulme Prizes recognise the 
achievement of outstanding early-career 
researchers whose work has already 
attracted international recognition and 
whose future career is exceptionally 
promising, by awarding up to thirty 
awards of £100,000 each year. The Prizes 
can be used for any purpose which 
advances the prize-holder’s research, 
with the exception of enhancing the 
prize-holder’s salary. In 2017 the Trust 
is inviting nominations for prizes in 
Biological Sciences, History, Law, 
Mathematics and Statistics, Philosophy 
and Theology, Sociology and Social Policy. 
Closing date for nominations is 17 May 
2017.

Visiting Professorships are awarded 
to UK institutions that wish to invite 
an eminent researcher from overseas 
to enhance the knowledge and skills 
of academic staff or the student body 
within the host institution. The scheme 
covers maintenance, travel expenses and 
research costs. Visiting Professorships 
last for between three and twelve months. 
Closing date is 11 May 2017.

Major Research Fellowships support 
well-established academics in the 
humanities and social sciences to focus 
for two or three years on a specific piece 
of significant, original research. The 
scheme is particularly aimed at 
researchers whose day-to-day duties 
have prevented them from completing a 
programme of research. The 2017 round 
will open in February. Closing date is  
11 May 2017.

Full details and application guidance for 
each of these schemes are available on 
our website www.leverhulme.ac.uk
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For almost a century, receptors for 
light have been known to exist in the 
non-mammalian brain. The precise 
nature of these receptors for light, as 
well as their functional connections in 
the brain, is a mystery Tyler Stevenson 
aims to solve  

How do birds know when to migrate, 
build a nest or start to reproduce? We 
are familiar with the seasonal changes in 
the appearance and behaviour of many 
of the animals that surround us. Most 
vertebrates, notably birds and fish, use 
receptors in the brain to detect light, so 
called photoreceptors, and subsequently 
time daily and seasonal physiology. Opsin 
molecules are known to be receptors for 
light, but the precise opsin/s involved 
in the brain have remained elusive. 
Unlike the eye lens that captures light for 
vision, brain opsin functions similar to a 
meter and measures light duration. The 
recent discovery of two photoreceptors: 
vertebrate ancient (VA) opsin and 
neuropsin has unlocked a major barrier 
for investigations into how the brain 
detects light and uses the duration of 
light, also referred to as photoperiod, to 
regulate daily and seasonal biology. 

 Our research projects take advantage 
of a well-described photoperiodic species: 
the Japanese quail (Coturnix coturnix). 
Quail have been an extremely valuable 
species to study the photoperiodic 
regulation of reproductive physiology 
due to their highly reliable and repeatable 
responses to light. The quail brain shows 
remarkable molecular, hormonal and 
physiological changes that are entirely 
dependent on light detection by brain 
photoreceptors. What is quite extraordinary 
is that a single long day (>12 hrs) is 
sufficient to activate opsins and trigger 
reproductive development. Prolonged 
exposure to long days maintains high 
reproductive competence. These adaptive 
responses to light information are vital for 
many animals as the daily and seasonal 
changes in photoperiod are the predictive 
cues used to time breeding in the wild 
and ensure survival of offspring.
 The experiments to uncover the  
functional role of VA opsin and neuropsin 
will incorporate cutting-edge technologies 
that inhibit gene function: commonly 
known as RNA interference (RNAi). RNAi 
provides the capacity to selectively inhibit 
candidate photoreceptors so that reliable  
methods of measuring the downstream 

physiological response to light stimulation 
can be made. Traditionally, questions in 
life sciences have been addressed by single 
laboratories. However, major advances 
depend increasingly upon a critical mass 
of researchers; our multidisciplinary 
group consists of collaboration between 
myself at the Institute for Biological and 
Environmental Sciences at the University 
of Aberdeen, and Ian Dunn and Simone 
Meddle at the Roslin Institute. 
 By taking advantage of the 
established photoperiodic response of quail 
and the highly precise and sophisticated 
manipulation of gene expression, we 
can finally resolve the identity of brain 
photoreceptor/s that govern daily and 
seasonal biology in birds. We will then be 
able to identify the opsin/s that transduce 
annual changes in day length and solve a  
fundamental question in life sciences –  
the direct effects of light on brain function. 
 
Dr Tyler Stevenson
University of Aberdeen
Research Project Grant

ABOVE AND COVER Image credit: 
Norman Russell, University of Edinburgh.

Identification of the photoreceptor for light detection 
in the avian brain
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A leading figure in the field of 
contemporary literary biography, Daisy 
Hay’s innovative research will result in 
a monograph, examining the central 
role of the radical Joseph Johnson within 
the shifting community of writers in the 
early Romantic period

Between 1760 and 1809, the bookseller 
Joseph Johnson published almost all 
of the writers we now associate with 
the early Romantic period. Every week 
at his dinner table he brought them 
together, welding them into a shifting 
community with overlapping passions 
and preoccupations. Accounts of English 
literature often position the start of the 
French Revolution in 1789 as a turning 
point, when the Augustan sensibility of 
the first half of the eighteenth century 
gave way to the Romantic, and when 
writers and thinkers across the nation 
split into the political tribes of radicalism 
and conservatism. But Joseph Johnson 
published William Cowper as well 
as William Wordsworth, the arch-
conservative Richard Polwhele as well as 
Mary Wollstonecraft, and in his dining 

room political divisions between right 
and left blurred and reformed. In the 
1760s the young Henry Fuseli, chief 
painter of Romantic visions, encountered 
Laurence Sterne at Johnson’s table. 
Fuseli went to dinner full of excitement 
at meeting the author of A Sentimental 
Journey but found Sterne a worn-out 
figure, entertained by nothing but talking 
in obscenities.
 Johnson himself is an enigmatic 
figure, about whom little is known. He 
has received some limited scholarly 
attention, but his name is unknown 
outside the confines of the academy. 
Yet when one starts to track him he 
appears everywhere in the landscape 
of the late eighteenth century, enabling 
the work of novelists, scientists, 
philosophers, American Revolutionaries, 
French Revolutionaries, conservatives, 
and women writers of all political 
persuasions. I am interested in how 
focussing on Johnson changes the story 
of English Romanticism; in what it means 
to disappear from the world one makes; 
and in what it tells us about the versions 
of the past we construct. 

 In Dinner with Joseph Johnson 
I will position Johnson at the centre 
of a group biography whose cast will 
include Anna Barbauld, Sarah Trimmer, 
Mary Wollstonecraft, William Godwin, 
William Cowper, Joseph Priestley, 
Erasmus Darwin, Henry Fuseli, 
Theophilus Lindsey, William Blake, 
Thomas Paine, Charlotte Smith and 
Maria Edgeworth. In the late eighteenth 
century the makers of books were the 
makers of dreams, producing groups 
who between them created new kinds of 
literature, new conceptions of creativity, 
and new national narratives. The time 
afforded by my Philip Leverhulme Prize 
will allow me to tell the interlinked 
stories of the books, the people and the 
dreams Johnson made.

Dr Daisy Hay
University of Exeter
Philip Leverhulme Prize

ABOVE The Nightmare, 1781, Henry 
Fuseli (1741–1825).

Dinner with Joseph Johnson
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The enormous variation that we see 
in cognitive abilities across the animal 
kingdom suggests that it does not 
always pay to be ‘clever.’ Using an 
insect model, Ellouise Leadbeater 
proposes an approach that combines 
psychometrics with ecology to 
investigate the evolutionary benefits of 
intelligence in natural environments

Intuitively, the ability to make good 
decisions would seem to be evolutionarily 
useful. We assume that more cognitively- 
able animals might learn about and 
remember aspects of their environment 
that are important for deciding where to 
forage, who to mate with, or which other 
species are dangerous. Consequently, 
those individuals should have a greater 
chance of surviving to produce  
offspring. Yet we do not see universal 
evolution towards advanced cognitive 
abilities in the animal kingdom, and 
individuals vary even within species. 
This suggests that ‘intelligence’ is not 
always useful and that its benefits 
are probably restricted to particular 
ecological circumstances, such as harsh 
or complex environments. Yet working 
out what those circumstances actually 
are has proved extraordinarily difficult, 
for several reasons.
 Firstly, cognition cannot be 
measured by presenting animals with a 
single test, because what we think of as 
‘intelligence’ reflects many qualitatively 
different traits. For this very reason, 
psychologists use batteries of cognitive 
tests to assess human intelligence, but 
transposing this approach to animals is 
challenging. The problem is not a lack 
of appropriate procedures – there are 
numerous laboratory assays of spatial 
cognition, learning and memory that 
have been developed for animals. Rather, 

Measuring the evolutionary benefits of cognition

the problem is that performing these 
assays in the setting for which they were 
designed – the laboratory – is no use, 
because laboratory animal subjects are 
well fed and protected from predators. 
To establish whether better cognitive 
abilities lead to improved chances of 
survival and reproduction, we would 
need to assay animals that live in natural 
environments. In the wild, not only is 
it difficult to perform repeated tests on 
the same animal while it is motivated 
to perform and away from others, but it 
is also almost impossible to control for 
hunger levels, parasite loads and other 
factors that might affect performance, 
without actually reflecting an animal’s 
cognitive abilities. These stumbling 
blocks are major challenges that have yet 
to be overcome.

 In this project, we plan to capitalise 
upon the unique features of an unusual study 
system – the bumblebee Bombus terrestris – 
to bypass these issues. Despite their small 
brains, bees have an extraordinary cognitive 
repertoire, including the ability to learn 
abstract concepts (e.g. ‘sameness’ or 
‘difference’), solving context-dependent 
problems, and learning from others. Yet 
unlike most laboratory models, bees can  
be kept in captivity with unrestricted 
through-the-wall access to their natural 
foraging range. It is thus possible to 
perform a series of strictly controlled 
lab-based cognitive tests, and yet assay 
natural foraging success. In this way, we 
can establish which cognitive abilities are 
particularly important in determining how 
much forage a worker bee collects, and thus 
how much she contributes to the colony’s 
reproductive – and ultimately evolutionary 
– success. Most importantly, the long-term 
study that we have planned will shed light 
on how the importance of cognition varies 
with environmental conditions, such as 
harsh and plentiful seasons. Our system 
hence provides an unusual and unique 
opportunity to evaluate the benefits of 
cognitive abilities in the wild.   

Dr Ellouise Leadbeater
Royal Holloway, University of London
Research Project Grant

ABOVE Buff-tailed bumblebee, Bombus 
terrestris, Adobe Stock. 

LEFT Laboratory at Royal Holloway, 
University of London.
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Antarctica is the most fruitful region 
on Earth for finding meteorites; 
however, the number of these which 
are iron-based is significantly below 
that recovered from the rest of the 
world. Geoff Evatt intends to develop 
an interdisciplinary methodology from 
engineering, mathematics, physics, 
meteoritics and glaciology, to locate 
these missing iron meteorites

Imagine a land unexplored, hostile in the 
extreme, but potentially rich in buried 
treasure. Such a thought harks back to our 
childhoods, where romantic adventures 
were assumed aplenty. However such 
fantasies are quickly dashed by the 
eventual realisation that the world has 
already been mapped, the rivers canoed, 
and the high mountains climbed (by a 
gap year student, on a unicycle). And 
so it seems we must accept our lives of 
retracing other peoples’ steps on a trail 
towards the already known. Yet if we 
pause our trek for one moment and get 
down on our hands and knees, we obtain 
a novel vantage: one which allows us to 
question all that was known about the 
trails obstacle. Just maybe, the answers 
will require us to explore the validity of 
the trail more thoroughly; maybe the 
organised hike will be deviated from after 
all; maybe a land unexplored and rich in 
buried treasure does exist.

 Such requestioning, taken from 
a mathematical vantage, has led me to 
an unexpected hypothesis in the field of 
planetary science: that a layer of ‘lost’ iron 
meteorites lies just beneath the surface 
of some of Antarctica’s most inhospitable 
regions. Since the 1970s, meteorites 
have routinely been collected from the 
surface of Antarctica, from areas known 
as Meteorite Stranding Zones. These are 
isolated regions immediately adjacent 
to mountains, where the flowing ice has 
become deflected upwards and exposed 
to strong winds that strip away at the 
surface. This has the effect of focussing 
large volumes of ice through small areas 
(the Meteorite Stranding Zones). The  
bi-product of which is that many 
meteorites are also focussed up onto the 
Meteorite Stranding Zones, where they 
are then left, awaiting collection. The 
collection missions, though extremely 
difficult to organise, have been incredibly 
successful, with over 66% of the world’s 
categorised meteorites (including samples 
of the Moon and Mars) coming from 
Antarctica. Yet a closer look at the 
statistics revealed something tantalisingly 
unusual: only 0.7% of Antarctica’s collected 
meteorites are iron-based, compared with 
5.5% collected from the rest of the world. 
 After a year of mathematical 
reasoning and controlled laboratory 
experimentation, I and my team were 

able to identify the likely reason: as iron 
meteorites are brought up to the surface 
of the Meteorite Stranding Zones, the 
increasing levels of solar energy they 
receive allows them to warm up enough 
so that, slowly, they can melt their 
way back down. This relative motion 
(upwelling ice, sinking meteorites) gives 
rise to the hypothesis, and the notion of a 
hidden layer of buried meteorites.
 The funding from the Leverhulme 
Trust now allows me to test this hypothesis 
in an Antarctic reckoning, where the 
logistics will be supported by the British 
Antarctic Survey. Compounding matters 
somewhat, is that UK airstrips constrain 
us to first having to explore new regions 
of Antarctica in order to identify them 
as Meteorite Stranding Zones, before 
returning the following year to search 
them for the subsurface meteorite layer. 
A land unexplored does exist, but will it 
contain buried treasure?

Dr Geoff Evatt
University of Manchester
Research Project Grant

ABOVE Adventures in Antarctica, Adobe 
Stock.

COVER Meteorites found in Antarctica, 
image credit: University of Manchester.

The lost meteorites of Antarctica
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Shedding light on what makes us humans

A pioneer of the rapidly developing 
field of primate archaeology, Susana 
Carvalho analyses chimpanzee stone 
tools combined with fieldwork studying 
their tool use behaviour, challenging 
the premise that hominins must have 
manufactured all early tools. She will be 
expanding her current research to set 
up the Primate Models Research Lab

My work is at the foundation of a 
new academic sub-discipline: primate 
archaeology. My studies revealed for 
the first time the behavioural patterns 
and contexts that generate modern 
chimpanzee tool assemblages that can 
be compared with those recovered 
from the past, for apes and humans. 
My research addresses some of the 
most challenging questions in the field 
of archaeology: how old is hominin 
technology? Which toolmakers can we 
associate with the first lithic industries? 
Can we document material culture in 
Pliocene deposits? What is the role of 
raw material type and availability in the 
emergence of technology? When and 
how did technology-related behaviours 
(e.g. transport; selection) emerge? 
Which traits of individuals (e.g. age, 
skill) influence social learning and 
transmission of knowledge?
 Now we know that humans are 
not the only evolutionary lineage to have 
left such a record; non-human primates 
in antiquity also left lithic artefacts. 
This provides the opportunity to model 
our species’ technological origins by 

comparing what archaeologists find 
in Africa from the past with what our 
nearest living relations, chimpanzees, 
are doing in the present. Thus, I study 
simultaneously both the behaviour and 
the products of behaviour, something 
that no archaeologist working only with 
the past can do. 
 My previous work made some 
key contributions to archaeology and 
biological anthropology. But still to 
come are experiments presenting 
stone-tool-using wild chimpanzees 
with the same types of rocks used by 
the hominins of East Africa, millions of 
years ago. Miniature GPS transmitters 

will be inserted into hammer-stones in 
an African forest, to follow precisely their 
transport around the landscape by the 
apes.
 I am also tackling the other 
best-known African primate model 
for human evolutionary origins, the 
savannah baboon. This is the unfolding 
Paleo-Primate Project in Gorongosa, 
Mozambique. Why there? Because 
Mozambique presents the last unstudied 
link in the great African Rift that runs 
from East to South Africa, wherein lie the 
two cradles of humankind. 
 My Philip Leverhulme Prize will be 
used to set up a Primate Models Research 
Lab, and base in Oxford the large-scale 
projects that are starting. This includes 
laboratory and field equipment, lab 
supplies, travel and subsistence during 
field trips to Guinea (to study tool 
transport by chimpanzees), Kenya, Koobi 
Fora (for archaeological excavations in 
Pliocene deposits), and Mozambique, 
Gorongosa National Park (archaeological 
and paleoanthropological surveys of this 
unexplored part of the Rift Valley). 
 
Dr Susana Carvalho
University of Oxford
Philip Leverhulme Prize

ABOVE One adult male using stone tools 
to crack nuts being observed by a male 
juvenile, image credit: Susana Carvalho.  

LEFT Measuring chimp tools, image credit: 
Jules Dore.
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The Cook-voyage collection at the 
University of Oxford's Pitt Rivers 
Museum has a complex history, yet it 
has not been subjected to systematic 
research; Jeremy Coote aims to study  
the collection and its 250-year history  
and publish a comprehensive scholarly 
account that will include both a catalogue 
raisonné and a historiographically 
informed account of how it has been 
used, presented, and interpreted by 
scholars, curators, and artists

The University of Oxford’s Pitt Rivers 
Museum cares for one of the world’s great 
collections of Pacific art and material 
culture. Comprising more than 200 objects 
acquired on James Cook’s famous voyages 
to the South Seas in the second half of 
the eighteenth century, the collection has 
two parts. The first, consisting of some 
30 objects from Tahiti and New Zealand, 
was acquired by the famous naturalist 
Joseph Banks on the first of Cook’s three 
voyages and presented in 1772 to Christ 
Church, the college he had attended 
while an undergraduate at Oxford. The 
second – consisting of some 180 objects, 
from Tahiti and New Zealand, but also 
from Tonga, Rapa Nui (Easter Island), the 
Marquesas Islands, New Caledonia, and 
Vanuatu – was collected by the natural 
philosophers Johann Reinhold Forster 
and his son Johann George Forster on the 
second of Cook’s voyages and presented 
to the Ashmolean Museum in 1776. Since 
the 1880s both parts of the collection have 
been housed at the Pitt Rivers Museum. 
 Despite its importance, the collection 
has not previously been comprehensively 
researched and published. It has received 
varying degrees of attention – and of 
benign neglect – over the years, with 
particular pieces being well-known to 

Oxford’s Cook-voyage collection in historiographical 
perspective, 1772−2019

object in it – has been used, presented, 
and interpreted by scholars, curators, and 
artists. Though focussed on one particular 
collection, the work will throw light on 
changing attitudes to and perceptions of 
the material products of the Pacific over 
the past 250 years and on the development 
of Pacific history, anthropology, and art 
history.
 Looking to the future, the  
forthcoming decade-long commemorations 
of the 250th anniversary of the voyages 
(1768–1780) and of Cook’s death in 
Hawai‘i in 1779 will refocus attention on 
the Cook-voyage collections around the 
world and stimulate even greater interest – 
amongst academics, researchers, artists, 
source communities, and publishers. This 
is thus the perfect moment to research 
and publish one of the world’s great Cook-
voyage collections. 
 
Mr Jeremy Coote
Pitt Rivers Museum, University of Oxford 
Major Research Fellowship

LEFT Pacific artist Michel Tuffery and 
Leverhulme Major Research Fellow Jeremy 
Coote discussing a canoe baler, tiheru in 
Maori, from the collection made by Joseph 
Banks on Captain Cook’s First Pacific 
Voyage (1768–1771) at the Pitt Rivers 
Museum in 2011. From a photograph taken 
by David Paul © Pitt Rivers Museum, 
University of Oxford. 

specialists and others unattended to for 
more than two hundred years. Some 
individual objects have been studied in 
detail by scholars and students of Pacific 
art and culture, conserved by specialists, 
and loaned to exhibitions around the 
world, as well as inspiring new works by 
contemporary Pacific artists. Others await 
proper scholarly and public attention. 
 The Fellowship will enable all 
the work that has been carried out to 
date to be brought together, for gaps 
in the records to be filled in, and for a 
comprehensive scholarly account to be 
prepared for publication. This will include 
both a detailed catalogue raisonné and a 
historiographically informed account of 
how the collection as a whole – and each 

Knife, maripi in Maori; of wood, 
shark teeth, and ochre; from New 
Zealand. Part of the collection made 
by J. R. and J. G. Forster on Captain 
Cook’s Second Pacific Voyage (1772–
1775). From a photograph taken for 
the Museum by Malcolm Osman © 
Pitt Rivers Museum, University of 
Oxford (1886.1.1161).
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Andrea Waeschenbach has brought 
together a team of palaeontologists, 
phylogeneticists and macroevolutionary 
biologists to address the long-standing 
question: what causes species diversity 
to fluctuate?

The diversity of life on Earth is in constant 
flux as new species originate and others 
become extinct. Understanding the 
underlying factors and processes that 
cause these oscillations is a pivotal quest 
in evolutionary biology. Undoubtedly, 
changes in the physical environment, 
such as asteroid impacts and volcanism, 
have contributed to ancient biodiversity 
fluctuations. However, it is the interplay 
of these factors with the pressures exerted 
by interactions amongst living organisms 
through competition, predation, sexual 
selection and disease that ultimately 
determines speciation and extinction rates.
 Teasing apart the contributions 
of these factors to diversity dynamics 
is challenging. Until recently, changes 
in ancient biodiversity were inferred 
either from the fossil record, or from the 
shapes and branching patterns of time-
calibrated molecular trees. However, the 
fossil record provides a partial picture 
of past diversity, and there are likewise 
difficulties in estimating past diversities, 
especially extinction rates, from molecular 
trees. Recent years have seen the exciting 
development of powerful analytical tools 
that integrate fossil and molecular data, 
allowing us to use all available evidence. 
Together with my collaborators Paul 
Taylor, Natalie Cooper (Natural History 
Museum), Lee Hsiang Liow (University of 
Oslo) and research assistants Silviu Martha 
and Helen Jenkins, I will use these tools 
to study diversity changes through time in 
the marine realm.

Molecules meet fossils – an integrated approach to 
studying ancient biodiversity

samples for DNA sequencing from South 
Africa, Brazil, Australia, New Zealand and 
Panama. This tree, in conjunction with 
fossil evidence, will serve as a framework 
to examine the following questions: did  
the evolution of key innovations that 
evolved in response to pressures from 
predation and competition increase 
diversification rates? How many times did 
these features evolve independently? To 
what extent did changes in the physical 
environment, including the famous 
asteroid impact event at the end of the 
Cretaceous period, affect speciation and 
extinction rates? Did diversification 
slow down after an early burst of species 
origination? We believe that addressing 
these long-standing questions in 
evolutionary biology using a previously 
little-studied group of animals will 
help to foster renewed dialogue across 
the disciplines of palaeontology and 
evolutionary and molecular biology. 
 
Dr Andrea Waeschenbach
Natural History Museum
Research Project Grant

ABOVE Feeding zooids of the ruby bryozoan 
(Bugula neritina). 

BELOW LEFT Scanning electron microscope 
image of the skeleton of Celleporella hyalina 
showing feeding zooids (fz), male zooids (m) 
and brood chambers (bc) which protect 
developing larvae in female zooids.

BELOW RIGHT Scanning electron 
microscope image of a fossil specimen of 
Dionella from the Late Cretaceous of South 
Africa. Note that features of interest, such  
as brood chambers (bc) and defensive zooids 
(dz) are well preserved.

 Our chosen organisms are aquatic, 
colonial invertebrates called bryozoans 
(see images). Each colony is, genetically, a 
single individual, yet the individual units, 
zooids, can be very different in form and 
function. This means that different zooids 
are responsible for feeding, reproduction 
and defense. The approximately 5000 
living species have been understudied, 
even though their excellent fossil record 
makes them ideal for the purpose of our 
project. Roughly 85% of today’s bryozoan 
species belong to the order Cheilostomata. 
Fossil evidence suggests that cheilostome 
diversity has fluctuated significantly since 
their origin ~160 million years ago. We will 
examine which physical and/or biological 
factors correlate with these variations. 
Importantly, the intricate and variable 
design of their colonies makes them 
valuable organisms for studying links 
between observable features of biological 
importance and diversification rates.
 A core product of our study will 
be the construction of a time-calibrated 
molecular tree. For this, we will collect 
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Using cutting-edge facilities, a research 
group led by Andrew Biggin will construct 
the fi rst quantitative global models 
of Earth’s magnetic fi eld throughout 
geological time and utilise them to answer 
major research questions concerning the 
evolution of our planet’s interior and its 
link to surface processes such as volcanic 
eruptions and shielding from solar storms

Earth is the largest of the terrestrial planets
and has undergone, and continues to 
undergo, considerable evolution in terms of
its internal mass distribution, temperature, 
and composition over its 4,500 million 
year history. Th is evolution shapes Earth’s 
surface and determines the conditions under 
which life fl ourishes. It builds mountain 
ranges and ocean basins, produces 
earthquakes and volcanoes, and generates a 
magnetic fi eld that extends far out to space 
and shields us against harmful solar wind 
radiation. It is vital that we obtain a clear 
picture of Earth’s internal evolution because 
it underpins our capacity to understand 
surface processes, utilise natural resources, 
and predict and mitigate against geohazards 
that threaten our safety.  
 Our understanding of Earth’s deep 
interior currently lacks a crucial dimension. 
Geophysics provides high-resolution 3D 
images down to the centre of Earth, 6,370 
km beneath our feet, but only for a snapshot 
in time: today. By contrast, geology provides 
records of dynamic processes over the last 
3.5 billion years but only at Earth’s surface. 
We therefore currently have a dearth of 
direct observational constraints on the deep 
Earth through time implying that models 
of Earth evolution lack the empirical data
necessary to test their theoretical predictions.
 Th is project will focus on providing such 
a constraint by utilising palaeomagnetism, 
the study of Earth’s magnetic fi eld produced 
in the outer core (at a depth of 2,890 km) 
millions to billions of years ago and 
preserved in rocks formed at the surface at
that time. We will perform fi eldwork (in eight 
countries) and laboratory measurements 

Shaping Earth: defi ning planetary evolution using 
palaeomagnetism 

• How fast is Earth’s core cooling down, 
and what does this mean for the 
geological lifespan of the planet?

• Does Earth’s magnetic fi eld have a 
200 million year ‘heartbeat’ linked to 
violent mantle processes that aff ect 
the evolution of life at the surface?

• Is the anomalously weak patch of 
magnetic fi eld we see over the south 
Atlantic today a ‘one-off ’ or is it a 
recurring feature caused by unusual 
conditions in the lowermost mantle 
at this place? 

By addressing these major research 
questions, we aim to propel 
palaeomagnetism into a central position 
within the interdisciplinary SEDI (Studies 
of Earth’s Deep Interior) community, and 
provide a new direction for researchers 
around the world.

Dr Andrew Biggin 
University of Liverpool
Research Leadership Award

ABOVE A cross-sectional cartoon of Earth 
showing its main internal features. Credit: 
Ms Kay Lancaster, University of Liverpool. 

LEFT AND COVER Th e Barberton 
Greenstone Belt, South Africa, home to the 
oldest rocks on Earth that record reliable 
information about Earth’s magnetic fi eld, 
3,500 million years ago. Credit: Andrew Biggin.

to generate new measurements of the 
magnetic fi eld’s strength and direction at 
crucial time periods. We will then capture 
this behaviour in global statistical magnetic 
fi eld models. Finally, we will compare 
these to numerical simulations of Earth’s 
magnetic fi eld generated under conditions 
refl ecting the range of predicted Earth 
evolution scenarios.
 Th e process responsible for 
generating Earth’s magnetic fi eld in the 
liquid outer core is known to be sensitive 
to changing conditions in the rocky mantle 
above it and the solid inner core below 
it. Th erefore, we aim to use its changing 
behaviour through time to answer key 
unsolved questions in the Earth Sciences:

• Does the deep mantle play an active 
or a passive role in plate tectonics, 
the dominant process in shaping 
Earth’s surface? 

38067 LEVERHULME JAN17 NEWSLTTR.indd   10 18/01/2017   10:12



11www.leverhulme.ac.uk

A respected authority on the religious 
dimension of modern Spanish history, 
Mary Vincent will conduct the first 
systematic study of the spiral of 
retributive violence that defined the 
Spanish Civil War as a war of religion

In July 1936, a Republican firing squad 
travelled to the Cerro de los Angeles, 
just outside Madrid, to ‘execute’ the 
colossal statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
that stood there. The bullets made little 
impression, and the stone statue, which 
stood at 28m high, was only reduced to 
rubble by dynamite. This spectacular, and 
entirely modern, iconoclasm prefigured 
the destruction of the Bamiyan Buddhas in 
2001 in Afghanistan. Both were expressions 
of certainty, the conviction that comes, 
most commonly, from religious faith. But, 
the militiamen at the Cerro were not, so 
far as we know, believers. Their aim was to 
extirpate religion, not to replace one creed 
with another.
 The purpose of this research 
project is to examine religious violence 
in modern Europe, understanding it as 
a phenomenon in its own right rather 
than either subsuming it into other 
categories, such as communal or cultural 
violence, or depicting it simply as part of 
a catalogue of horror. The Spanish Civil 
War provides an example of religious 
violence in a secularising Christian 
society not dissimilar to our own. We 
cannot account for it as something ‘other’, 
an external phenomenon generated by 
fundamentalism or a non-European creed.
 Spain offers an unusually well 
documented case of religious violence.  
The sources are, though, heavily mediated, 
either by the Catholic Church or the 
victorious Franco regime, which fought 
the Civil War as a crusade. They document 
the anticlerical violence but explain it only 
in terms of Satanic purpose, revealing the  
symbiotic relationship between anticlerical 
iconoclasm and retributive crusade. For  
both sides, this was a process of purification, 
an interaction of theological and political 
understandings. Iconoclastic attacks – the 
deliberate destruction or repurposing of 
sacred objects and buildings – also show 
how spiritual beliefs are embedded in the 
material and the ordinary.  
 The case of Spain allows us to 
examine this relationship between the 
spiritual and the material, not only in how 
the damage was inflicted but also in how 
it was repaired. This, in turn, reveals the 
eschatological understanding of religious 
violence, mediated by Christian history 
and theology. For these were not simply 

Religious violence in the Spanish Civil War: 
iconoclasm and crusade

historical events, played out in linear 
time. To believers, they were also part of 
the cosmic framework that gave them a 
transcendental meaning. They were also 
commemorated, regularly invoked in 
religious and political liturgies, and so 
incorporated into a cyclical understanding 
of time that made the violence ever present.  
 In this project, I aim to provide a  
deeper understanding of the nature of  
religious violence, working on an example 
that is not, in any sense, exotic. My focus 
will be on the meanings of that violence, 
how it was understood and explained by  
those who suffered it – on both sides – 
and how it was used to become the 
foundational myth of a theocratic regime. 

The experience of the Spanish Civil War will 
thus help us to illuminate the extraordinary 
persistence of religious violence, which 
not only continues to challenge our 
understanding of secularisation, but also 
remains a real force in the present day. 
 
Professor Mary Vincent
University of Sheffield
Major Research Fellowship

ABOVE Christ of the Convent of the 
Conceptionists destroyed in Toledo during 
the Spanish Civil War. Photograph by 
Pelayo Mas Castañeda. Image reproduced 
by kind permission of the office of the 
Archbishop of Toledo.
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RESEARCH LEADERSHIP AWARDS

Sciences

Dr Andrew Biggin
University of Liverpool
Shaping Earth: defining planetary evolution 
using palaeomagnetism
£999,592

Dr Clare Burrage
University of Nottingham
New searches for dark energy
£802,923

Dr Sergi Garcia-Manyes
King’s College London
Mechanochemical biology: a force to be 
reckoned with
£942,614

Dr Philip King
University of St Andrews
Engineered quantum states via atomic-scale 
assembly of artificial 2D heterostructures
£999,629

Dr Nathan Lepora
University of Bristol
A biomimetic forebrain for robot touch
£998,928

Dr Nicholas Longrich
University of Bath
The Cretaceous-Paleogene mass extinction – 
severity, recovery, and biogeography
£998,185

Dr Carolyn McGettigan
Royal Holloway, University of London
SONOVOX: the social neuroscience of voices
£961,815

Dr Kou Murayama
University of Reading
An integrative theory of interest: how can we 
motivate ourselves without extrinsic incentives?
£999,272

Dr Julia Steinberger
University of Leeds
Living well within limits (LiLi)
£964,872

Humanities

Dr Dagmar Divjak
University of Sheffield
Out of our minds: optimising language 
learning with discriminative algorithms
£935,900

Dr Gordon Noble
University of Aberdeen
Comparative kingship: the early medieval 
kingdoms of Northern Britain and Ireland
£971,149

Dr Timothy Stanton
University of York
Rethinking civil society: history, theory, critique
£828,772 

Social Sciences 

Dr Emily Keightley
Loughborough University
Migrant memory and the post-colonial 
imagination (MMPI): British Asian memory, 
identity and community after partition
£994,904

PHILIP LEVERHULME PRIZES
Prize winners receive £100,000, to be used for 
any purpose that would advance their research.

Archaeology

Dr Susana Carvalho
Institute of Cognitive and Evolutionary 
Anthropology, University of Oxford

Dr Manuel Fernandez-Gotz
School of History, Classics and Archaeology, 
University of Edinburgh

Dr Oliver Harris
School of Archaeology and Ancient History, 
University of Leicester

Dr Camilla Speller
Department of Archaeology, University of York

Dr Fraser Sturt
Department of Archaeology, University of 
Southampton

Chemistry

Dr John Bower
School of Chemistry, University of Bristol

Dr Scott Cockroft
EaStCHEM School of Chemistry, University of 
Edinburgh

Dr David Glowacki
School of Chemistry, University of Bristol

Dr Susan Perkin
Physical and Theoretical Chemistry Laboratory, 
University of Oxford

Professor Aron Walsh
Department of Materials, Imperial College 
London

Economics

Dr Vasco Carvalho
Faculty of Economics, University of Cambridge

Dr Camille Landais
Department of Economics, London School of 
Economics and Political Science

Professor Kalina Manova
Department of Economics, University of 
Oxford

Professor Uta Schönberg
Department of Economics, University College 
London

Dr Fabian Waldinger
Department of Economics, London School of 
Economics and Political Science

Engineering

Dr Anna Barnett
Department of Engineering and Design, 
University of Sussex

Professor Cinzia Casiraghi
School of Chemistry, University of Manchester

Dr David Connolly
Institute for Infrastructure & Environment, 
Heriot-Watt University

Dr Alexandra Silva
Department of Computer Science, University 
College London

Dr Peter Vincent
Department of Aeronautics, Imperial College 
London

Geography

Dr Katherine Brickell
Department of Geography, Royal Holloway, 
University of London

Dr Vanesa Castán Broto
Development Planning Unit, The Bartlett, 
University College London

Dr Mark Graham
Oxford Internet Institute, University of Oxford

Dr Harriet Hawkins
Department of Geography, Royal Holloway, 
University of London

Dr David Thornalley
Department of Geography, University College
London

Languages and Literatures

Dr William Abberley
School of English, University of Sussex

Professor Alexandra Harris
Department of English, University of Liverpool

Dr Daisy Hay
Department of English, University of Exeter

Dr Lily Okalani Kahn
Department of Hebrew and Jewish Studies,
University College London

Dr Hannah Rohde
Department of Linguistics and English 
Language, University of Edinburgh

RECENTLY AWARDED GRANTS
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MAJOR RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS

Dr Enam Al-Wer
University of Essex
The emerging dialect of Amman: a study in 
new-dialect formation
£172,302

Professor Richard Bell
University of Nottingham
The theology of Richard Wagner’s Ring Cycle
£152,587

Professor Francisco Bethencourt
King’s College London
New Christians: the rise and fall of a trading 
elite, 1497–1773
£104,280

Professor Peter Blatchford
University College London
Towards a social pedagogy of classroom 
learning
£185,169

Professor Donald Bloxham
University of Edinburgh
The world we fought for? System-atic violence 
in global history since 1945
£144,542

Professor Stephen Bottoms
University of Manchester
Incarceration games: performance, psychology, 
and the Stanford Prison Experiment
£162,208

Professor Shaun Breslin
University of Warwick
China risen? What is global power (and in 
what ways does China have it)?
£171,670

Professor Sophie Chappell
Open University
Epiphanies: an ethics and metaethics of 
experience
£145,244

Dr Juan-Carlos Conde
University of Oxford
Reinventing Spanish history: the work of 
Américo Castro in its cultural context
£172,806

Mr Jeremy Coote
Pitt Rivers Museum, University of Oxford
Oxford’s Cook-voyage collection in 
historiographical perspective, 1772–2019
£113,723

Professor Mark Cornwall
University of Southampton
Treason and disloyalty in the late Habsburg 
Monarchy
£148,835

Dr Steffan Davies
University of Bristol
A long history of German exile literature, 
1790–1955
£104,028

Professor Klaus Dodds
Royal Holloway, University of London
A new north? The making and re-making of a 
global Arctic
£182,376

Professor Harri Englund
University of Cambridge
Liberal translations: slavery and humanity in 
nineteenth-century central Africa
£172,370

Dr Christopher Finlay
University of Birmingham
The subject of legitimate violence: political 
ethics and the agents of force
£112,846

Professor Stephen Harrison
University of Oxford
Love and the soul: Apuleius’ tale of Cupid and 
Psyche in European culture since 1600
£155,108

Professor Elizabeth Harvey
University of Nottingham
Making women work: gender, race and labour 
in Nazi-occupied Europe
£155,258

Professor Andrew Jones
University of York
Using new biosocial data to explore inequality 
of opportunity in health
£164,836

Professor Caroline Knowles
Goldsmiths, University of London
Serious money: a mobile investigation of 
plutocratic London
£168,903

Professor Graham Loud
University of Leeds
The social world of the Abbey of Cava, 
c.1020–1300
£96,406

Professor Annalisa Marzano
University of Reading
‘Grafting glory’: new plants, the economy, and 
elite identity in Rome
£112,927

Professor Sharon Monteith
University of Nottingham
The Civil Rights Movement: a literary history
£161,043

Professor Gregory Radick
University of Leeds
Disputed inheritance: the battle over Mendel 
and the future of biology
£95,122

Dr Ulrike Roth
University of Edinburgh
The child face of Roman slavery
£146,288

Professor Louisa Sadler
University of Essex
Complementation patterns in vernacular Arabic
£107,645

Professor Jo Shaw
University of Edinburgh
Building citizenship regimes: a global 
perspective
£143,622

Professor Christopher Smith
University of St Andrews
The Roman kings: a study in archaeology, 
history and power
£173,897

Professor Alison Stone
University of Lancaster
Birth and philosophy
£67,782

Professor Mary Vincent
University of Sheffield
Religious violence in the Spanish Civil War: 
iconoclasm and crusade
£95,051

Dr Genevieve Warwick
University of Edinburgh
The mirrors of art: painting and reflection in 
early modern Europe
£143,803

Professor Diane Watt
University of Surrey
Women’s literary culture before the conquest
£102,256

Professor David Whyte
University of Liverpool
Benchmarking corruption in the global north
£98,979

Dr Christina Young
Courtauld Institute of Art, University of London
The power to transform: painted stage cloths 
in England
£158,746

RESEARCH PROJECT GRANTS

Sciences

Professor Steve Armes
University of Sheffield
In situ SAXS studies of micellar nucleation 
during block copolymer syntheses
£161,051

Professor Malcolm Bennett
University of Nottingham
Watching plants drink: imaging where, when 
and how roots take up water
£283,147

Dr Zara Bergstrom
University of Kent
Neurocognitive mechanisms underlying 
retrieval-induced updating of face memories
£191,067

Professor Steven Bramwell
University College London
Spin ice spintronics: surface and thin film 
probes of emergent electromagnetism 
£482,452
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Dr Mark Burnley
University of Kent
Emergent properties of the fatiguing 
neuromuscular system
£160,189

Professor Michael Carpenter
University of Cambridge
Magnetoelastic coupling behaviour and 
multiferroicity of magnetic iron oxide and 
sulphide minerals
£219,851

Dr Yin Chen
University of Warwick
Biochemical and structural characterisation of 
a unique Rieske oxygenase CntA
£181,768

Professor Lesley Cohen
Imperial College London
Microwave induced Andreev bound states
£216,563

Dr William Curran
Queen’s University Belfast
The importance of social context in 
interpreting and generating laughter
£123,378

Professor Brendan Davies
University of Leeds
A new dimension for plants
£247,555

Professor Andrew Ellis
University of Leicester
The building blocks of gas hydrates
£126,560

Professor Maurice Elphick
Queen Mary, University of London
From starfish to sex: the origins of kisspeptin 
signalling
£113,015

Dr Geoffrey Evatt
University of Manchester
The lost meteorites of Antarctica
£258,599

Dr David Ferrier
University of St Andrews
Determining major general regulatory 
mechanisms in the ParaHox gene cluster
£167,184

Professor Matthew Gaunt
University of Cambridge
New concepts for activity based protein 
profiling (ABPP)
£119,318

Dr Andrew Gillis
University of Cambridge
Development of gill arch appendages: insights 
into the origin of paired fins
£170,844

Dr Diego Gómez-Nicola
University of Southampton
Understanding the dynamics and diversity of 
microglia in the healthy and ageing brain
£236,866

Professor Julie Gray
University of Sheffield
How do plants restrict stomatal entry routes 
following pathogen attack?
£82,693

Professor Patrick Haggard
University College London
Processes and precursors of volition: 
comparing endogenous and exogenous action 
decisions in the human brain
£220,328

Dr Helmut Hauser
University of Bristol
Computing with spiders’ webs – an inspiration 
for new sensors and robots
£264,745

Professor Paul Hibbard
University of Essex
Depth-cue combination in complex natural 
scenes
£71,714

Dr James Hodge
University of Bristol
Optogenetic imaging and remote control of 
fly electrical clock
£210,844

Dr Andrew Hudson
University of Leicester
Development of a sensor to quantify cellular 
concentrations of heme
£201,752

Dr Robert Hughes
Royal Holloway, University of London
Memory and language: a perceptual-motor 
approach to verbal sequence learning
£149,397

Professor Hon Wai Lam
University of Nottingham
Remote functionalisation by the chain 
walking of allylmetal species
£180,351

Dr Ellouise Leadbeater
Royal Holloway, University of London
The evolution of cognition: ‘intelligence’ in 
the wild
£249,516

Dr Tung Chun Lee
University College London
Mechanism of catalysis inside nanoreactors
£225,179

Professor Stefan Maier
Imperial College London
Topologically protected flexural waves in thin 
elastic plates
£270,855

Dr Svetlana Makovets
University of Edinburgh
Proteolysis-dependent regulation of 
telomerase catalytic subunit
£174,381

Dr Stephen Mansell
Heriot-Watt University
Enabling N2 and hydrocarbon activation 
using first row transition metals
£106,406

Dr Jason McEwen
University College London
Illuminating the dark Universe with novel 3D 
spherical informatics methods
£323,389

Professor Jane Mellor
University of Oxford
Defining the fundamental nature of antisense 
transcription
£139,816

Dr Patrick Mesquida
King’s College London
Are collagen fibrils ladders for cells?
£107,268

Professor Russell Morris
University of St Andrews
Metallorganic frameworks as anode materials 
for high performance batteries
£105,312

Professor Richard Napier
University of Warwick
Self-organising carbon nanosensors for 
imaging morphogenic gradients in plants
£309,063

Professor Hugh Nimmo
University of Glasgow
Temperature perception in plants by a splicing 
factor-clock transcript module
£167,018

Dr Charles O’Hara
University of Strathclyde
Main group element enhancement of 
transition metal C-H bond activation 
chemistry
£220,527

Professor David Procter
University of Manchester
Asymmetric copper-catalysed 
multicomponent assembly of high value 
amines
£163,225

Professor Aleksandr Pukhlikov
University of Liverpool
Birational geometry of higher-dimensional 
Fano varieties of higher index
£76,646

Dr David Reby
University of Sussex
Voice and sex stereotypes: a developmental 
perspective
£222,515

Dr Victor Sans Sangorrin
University of Nottingham
Advanced molecular materials based on 
3D-printed polymeric ionic liquids
£161,448
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Dr Evelyne Sernagor
Newcastle University
A novel approach to functional classification 
of retinal ganglion cells
£274,437

Professor Mike Shipman
University of Warwick
Oxetane enhanced macrocyclisation 
technology: macrocyclic peptides made easy
£243,135

Professor Lucia Sivilotti
University College London
Spatially resolved optical patch clamp of 
single ion channels
£207,280

Professor Austin Smith
University of Cambridge
Delimiting the stem cell phase boundary via 
time normalisation
£224,408

Dr Tyler Stevenson
University of Aberdeen
Identification of the photoreceptor for light 
detection in the avian brain
£246,909

Professor Patrick Unwin
University of Warwick
Lab-on-a-tip: real-time nanoscale analysis of 
living cells
£102,460

Professor Tim Vogels
University of Oxford
The cooperative brain: multipartite plasticity 
for entwined cortical functions
£169,663

Professor Jemma Wadham
University of Bristol
Sub-ice weathering: a missing link in the 
global silicon cycle?
£261,904

Dr Andrea Waeschenbach
Natural History Museum
Molecules meet fossils – an integrated 
approach to studying palaeodiversity
£350,090

Dr Shengfu Yang
University of Leicester
Investigation of combustion chemistry using 
superfluid helium nanodroplets
£137,884

Dr Ozgur Yazaydin
University College London
Engineering of electric field controlled 
molecular gates in porous materials
£110,235

Humanities

Dr Chris Cummins
University of Edinburgh
Bilingualism, pragmatic enrichment and 
reasoning biases
£128,487

Professor Alison Donnell
University of Reading
Caribbean literary heritage: recovering the 
lost past and safeguarding the future
£412,750

Dr Rebekah Higgitt
University of Kent
Metropolitan science: places, objects and 
cultures of practice and knowledge in 
London, 1600–1800
£368,663

Professor Jason König
University of St Andrews
Mountains in ancient literature and culture 
and their post-classical reception
£186,123

Dr Jim Phillips
University of Glasgow
Employment, politics and culture in Scotland, 
1955–2015
£215,596

Professor Stephen Read
University of St Andrews
Theories of paradox in fourteenth-century 
logic: edition and translation of key texts
£155,655

Dr Lizzie Seal
University of Sussex
Race, racialisation and the death penalty in 
England and Wales, 1900–1965
£117,700

Social Sciences

Professor Stephen Case
Loughborough University
Exploring the language barrier to 
engagement in youth justice assessment 
interview practice
£111,912

Dr Peter Flugel
SOAS, University of London
Jaina prosopography: monastic lineages, 
networks and patronage
£284,410

Dr Benjamin Yong
University of Hull
Legal advice to legislatures – supporting a 
professionalising legislature
£68,567

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE GRANTS

Professor Anthony Bale
Birkbeck, University of London
Artist: Mr Shay Hamias – Animation
£14,932

Dr Agnieszka Bronowska
Newcastle University
Artist: Ms Shelly Knotts – Composer/sound 
art
£13,028

Dr Paul Chazot
Durham University
Artist: Dr Laura Johnston – Glass art
£15,000

Professor Lars Chittka
Queen Mary, University of London
Artist: Dr Robert Hudson – Drama/writing
£14,875

Dr Siobhan Daly
Northumbria University
Artist: Dr Michele Allen – Photography/
sound/video
£15,000

Dr Claire Dwyer
University College London
Artist: Mr Tom Bailey – Theatre
£14,375

Dr Michael Gallagher
Manchester Metropolitan University
Artist: Dr Mark Wright – Sound art
£15,000

Dr Giles Gasper
Durham University
Artist: Miss Alexandra Carr – Sculpture
£14,975

Mr Ruairi Glynn
University College London
Artist: Ms Amy Croft – Mixed media
£15,000

Dr Onni Gust
University of Nottingham
Artist: Dr Michael McMillan – Writing/
drama
£14,477

Professor Andrew Hodson
University of Sheffield
Artist: Ms Naomi Hart – Multimedia
£15,000

Dr Andrew King
Swansea University
Artist: Ms Heather Barnett – Multimedia
£14,970

Professor Simon Kirby
University of Edinburgh
Artist: Ms Hanna Tuulikki – Art/music
£14,922

Dr Robert Neely
University of Birmingham
Artist: Ms Anna Dumitriu – Multimedia
£14,998

Professor Martin Polley
De Montfort University
Artist: Mr Jamie Shovlin – Film
£15,000

Dr Rachel Rich
Leeds Beckett University
Artist: Miss Catherine Bertola – Visual art
£15,000
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Dr Jean-Xavier Ridon
University of Nottingham
Artist: Mr Frédéric Lecloux – Photography
£15,000

Dr Amanda Rogers
Swansea University
Artist: Dr Bridget Keehan – Theatre
£13,776

Dr Tiffany Watt-Smith
Queen Mary, University of London
Artist: Mr Mervyn Millar – Puppet theatre
£12,500

Ms Cathy Williams
University of Bristol
Artist: Mr Luke Jerram – Multimedia
£14,825

Professor Rachel Woodward
Newcastle University
Artist: Ms Paula Turner – Dance/
choreography
£13,818

INTERNATIONAL NETWORKS

Sciences

Dr Elisabeth Bowman 
University of Sheffield
The Rosetta Stone Network: physical testing 
towards a common understanding of debris 
flows 
£125,000

Dr Phillipa Gillingham 
Bournemouth University 
Up scaling microclimate to macro-ecological 
importance for global conservation 
£83,196

Humanities

Professor Anna Fox 
University for the Creative Arts 
Fast Forward 2; an international network 
investigating women in photography now 
£124,475

Dr Emma Hornby 
University of Bristol 
Processional Chants in early medieval Iberia: 
liturgy, melody, continuity 
£76,462

Social Sciences

Professor Diana Mitlin 
University of Manchester 
Achieving inclusive cities through scaling up 
participatory planning in Africa 
£120,212

The Civil Rights 
Movement: a literary 
history

Mountains in ancient 
literature and culture 
and their post-classical 
reception

MORE AWARDS IN FOCUS ARTICLES 
COMING SOON ON OUR WEBSITE...

Apuleius’ tale of Cupid 
and Psyche in European 
culture since 1600

Courtesy of the Mississippi Valley Collection, Ned 
R. McWherter Library, University of Memphis.

Reproduced by kind permission of the 
Bodleian Library, Oxford. 
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