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SCHEME NEWS

Recently there has been much handwringing in UK science policy circles
about the difficulties of supporting
interdisciplinary research (IDR). Why is
it seemingly so difficult to obtain funds
for such work? In what ways might
established peer review procedures
discriminate against grant proposals and
scholarly outputs which embrace ideas
or methodologies from more than one
academic discipline? Do other countries
suffer from this malaise or is it a feature
peculiar to the British research landscape?
These are just a few of the questions
that were considered by the several
formal inquiries that were established to
investigate the difficulties of conducting
interdisciplinary study. The first of
the resulting reports – Crossing Paths:
Interdisciplinary Institutions, Careers,
Education and Applications – has now
been published by the British Academy.
I am reassured to note that the Trust
emerges relatively unscathed after critical
scrutiny by the Academy panel. The
Report concludes that ‘The Leverhulme
Trust is … frequently cited as more
friendly towards IDR than other funders.
There may be reasons for this linking
back to the trust’s philosophy, which
has always been about problem-solving
and collaboration, stemming from its
non-academic, company roots. In some
ways, being small also helps – the Trust’s
internal structures are necessarily flexible
and cannot be aligned in disciplinary
structures. … The Trust does not ask for
bids to be cross-disciplinary, nor demand
any explicitly interdisciplinary working,
which means that the proposals it receives
are often better integrated and less
artificial than a top-down process might
have engendered’.

RECENTLY OPENED ROUNDS

This is an astute insight. Lately,
some research funders in the UK (and
elsewhere) have tried to design or shoe-horn
interdisciplinarity into their programmes,
but with limited success. The British
Academy Working Group was surely right
to conclude that the Trust’s responsivemode approach results in more robust and
authentic IDR than is typically achieved
by artificial attempts to engineer pandisciplinary working.
But this is only part of the story.
The Trust’s reputation as a sympathetic
funder of IDR derives mainly from the
Leverhulme Board’s appetite for (and
ability to fund) higher-risk proposals
– at least when compared to public
funders. The same is true, incidentally,
of fundamental (basic, blue-skies or
curiosity-driven) research, and for many
of the same reasons: it tends to take
longer, attract less recognition, and carry
fewer guarantees of being successfully
concluded. Over eight decades, the Trust
has come to embrace a significantly higher
proportion of interdisciplinary (and
fundamental) projects than will be found
in the typical portfolio of (say) a Research
Council, not as a matter of explicit policy
but as a welcome by-product of the Board’s
attitude to risk. The Trust Board can more
readily support riskier research because
it is not accountable to the tax-payer for
spending public money and because it is
under no obligation to represent or satisfy
particular disciplinary communities (we
fund excellence where we find it).
The underlying message is surely and
simply that a healthy research ecosystem
should be able to accommodate diverse
modes of study and scholarship.
Professor Gordon Marshall
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Research Fellowships of up to £50,000
for three to twenty-four months are
awarded to experienced researchers,
particularly those whose day-to-day
responsibilities have prevented them
from completing a programme of
research. Applications are welcomed
from established independent scholars
as well as those holding posts in higher
education institutions.
International Academic Fellowships
enable established researchers to spend
three to twelve months in overseas
research centres, to develop new
knowledge, skills and ideas. Up to
£40,000 is available.
Study Abroad Studentships support
advanced study or research at a centre of
learning in any overseas country, except
the USA. Applicants need to have been
resident in the UK for at least five years,
and should be either currently a student,
or have been registered as a student
in the last eight years. The scheme
offers maintenance costs of £18,000, a
dependent allowance, and travel costs.
Studentships are awarded for between
twelve and twenty-four months.
Emeritus Fellowships provide funding
for three to twenty-four months for
senior researchers who have retired
from an academic post to complete a
research project, and prepare the results
for publication. The awards offer research
expenses of up to £22,000.
Visiting Professorships are awarded
to UK institutions that wish to invite
an eminent researcher from overseas
to enhance the knowledge and skills
of academic staff or the student body
within the host institution. The scheme
covers maintenance, travel expenses and
research costs. Visiting Professorships
last for between three and twelve months.
Visit the Trust’s website for further details
on eligibility, closing dates and how to
apply: www.leverhulme.ac.uk/funding
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The sound of modernity: radio education in rural
Colombia, 1960–1980

Interest in rural modernisation grew
across Latin America during the second
half of the twentieth century; Anna
Cant’s studies will focus on a Colombian
NGO that pioneered ‘communication for
development’, provided radio education
for rural communities and championed
the ‘modern peasant’
Interest in modernising the countryside
grew across Latin America during the latter
half of the twentieth century, particularly
following the 1959 Cuban Revolution,
which allowed non-governmental
organisations to argue successfully that
rural development was an essential tool to
prevent revolutionary movements.
One such NGO was Acción
Cultural Popular (Popular Cultural
Action, ACPO), a Jesuit organisation
that pioneered ‘communication for
development’. Combining radio education
with study manuals and a newspaper,
ACPO taught basic numeracy and literacy
and championed the idea of the ‘modern
peasant’. From 1947 to 1994 its station,
‘Radio Sutatenza’, attracted over 4 million
subscribers and became a model in thirteen
Latin American countries. While Radio
Sutatenza has ceased to exist, ACPO has
evolved and now offers education to rural
communities via the internet. Focussing
on a peak period in ACPO’s activities, my
research aims to understand the forms of

‘modernity’ that the organisation promoted
in the countryside and how these were
received by listeners.
Given the strong historical
association between modernity and cities,
it is understandable that many studies
of modernity have an urban bias. This
often ignores modernity’s important rural
implications. A detailed study of ACPO
will reveal extensive debate (in both cities
and the countryside) about the effects of,
and need for greater, modernity in rural
Colombia. This should support a richer
understanding of ‘modernity’ in Colombia,
incorporating its impact as well as its origins.
Since beginning the project in June
2016 I have uncovered fascinating material
in the ACPO archive in Bogotá. Recognised
by UNESCO in 2013 for its contribution
to world heritage, the archive includes
photographs, radio scripts and recordings,
newspapers and over a million letters
between listeners and ACPO staff. Listeners’
letters not only provide valuable insights on
their feelings towards Radio Sutatenza, but
also capture unexpected details about life
in rural Colombia during a period of great
social change.
My research will contribute to
studies of mass communication and its
potential to drive social development.
Mass communication is often incorrectly
conceived as a direct channel from
broadcaster to receiver, ignoring the

complexities or opportunities presented by
the space between them. A key factor in
Radio Sutatenza’s scale and endurance were
the many volunteers across rural Colombia
who set up radio schools in their own
homes and communities. Exploration of
these radio schools’ role in ACPO’s delivery
will develop an important example of how
existing social structures can augment and
socialise mass communication.
The project is also highly relevant
to current Colombian politics. Peace
negotiations between the Colombian
government and the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC) are approaching
their conclusion. It is widely acknowledged
that rural communities’ demand for
modernity will be key to maintaining peace.
This ‘modernity’ is often assumed to mean
economic security, better infrastructure
and public services. However, this remains
an assumption. This and related studies
will help understand the demands of rural
communities better, potentially allowing
policy-makers to refine their approaches.
Dr Anna Cant
Study Abroad Studentship
ABOVE Esperanza, Puerto Lleras, Department
of Meta, Colombia, February 1976, Rito
Antonio García. From collection FT2519: radio
schools, ACPO archive, part of the collections
of the Banco de la República, Colombia.
www.leverhulme.ac.uk
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The Nawab of Bengal’s English family
Lyn Innes’ biographical study will
explore the stories of the Nawab of
Bengal, his son, their British wives, and
the political interests affecting their lives
and the social and cultural worlds they
experienced
On May 15, 1870, a Shia Muslim
wedding ceremony took place in one of
London’s most prestigious hotels, the
Alexandra in Knightsbridge. The groom
was His Royal Highness, the last Nawab
Nizam of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa; the
bride was Sarah Vennell, a 17-year-old
chambermaid who worked at the hotel.
The Nawab had left his three Indian
wives in Bengal and travelled to London
to petition the British Government for
the repayment of the money owed to
him by the East India Company and the
British Government. In England he was
received by Queen Victoria, and attended
theatrical, sporting and social events with
the Prince of Wales and other members
of the English and Scottish aristocracy.
The Nawab and Sarah lived in London
for 10 years, and had six children. Their
marriage was a contributing factor
when he was persuaded by the British
Government to abdicate in 1880 and
allow the permanent abolition of his title.
In that same year the Nawab formed a
liaison with another maid and returned
to India with the four surviving children,
leaving Sarah in England. When he died
in 1884, the Nawab’s will decreed that
his two sons by Sarah (his ‘English sons’)
should be sent to school in England and
receive ‘a good Muslim education’.
Sarah’s younger son, Prince Nusrat
Ali Mirza (who was to become my
grandfather) married an English woman,
Elsie Algar, the daughter of school
teachers in Kent. She was a journalist
and the author of numerous children’s
and adult novels. The couple lived in
Jamaica, Paris, England, and Wales until
1925, when, at the age of 48, he changed
his name to Norman Alan Mostyn and
emigrated with his wife and two children

to Australia. There he bought a farm
some 150 miles north west of Sydney.
To accommodate the ‘White Australia”
immigration policy he had declared his
nationality as Persian rather than Indian.
Nevertheless, he was known in the local
community as ‘the black prince’. He died
in Sydney in 1941.
This Fellowship will enable me to
spend time researching the extensive
files in the British Library’s India Office
and other archives in India, Jamaica,
Britain and Australia, as well as visits to
key sites in these countries. I am writing
a biography of the two couples – the
Nawab and Sarah, Nusrat and Elsie –
exploring their stories in the context
of the political interests that affected
their lives, and the social and cultural
worlds they experienced. Although their
individual stories are both fascinating
and extraordinary, they also tell us much
about imperial, cultural, racial, and
religious relations in the nineteenth and
early-twentieth centuries, as well as about
migration and changing identities in that
period.
Like recent books, such as William
Dalrymple’s White Moghuls, my research
seeks to reveal new insights into relations
between the British and Indians in
nineteenth-century India, but here the
focus is on a member of Indian royalty,
his conflicted relationships with British
officials in Bengal, his later marriage to
an English woman, and the response of
British newspapers and officials to the
Nawab and his ‘lower class’ wife. The
stories of my great-grandmother and
grandmother and their marriages to
Indian princes echo Cinderella narratives,
but with a difference, and in so doing
uncover complex issues and prejudices
regarding class, race, religion, and culture,
all of which figured differently in India,
Britain and Australia. The ways in which
these two couples responded to and
negotiated inter-racial and inter-class
relationships, and the attitudes towards
them, will allow readers to reconsider

their assumptions about Victorian,
Edwardian, and imperial attitudes, and
compare such attitudes and stories with
those that emerge from our contemporary
multicultural and diasporic societies.
With its focus on colonial and
postcolonial cultures and literature, my
academic career has been profoundly
influenced by the attitudes I encountered
as a child in rural Australia towards my
Indian inheritance. I see this current
research as a kind of culmination and
rounding off to my career.
Professor Lyn Innes
University of Kent
Emeritus Fellowship

ABOVE One of the many caricatures of the
Nawab that appeared in the British press
in the 1870s. Published in Vanity Fair, 16
April 1870.
LEFT Hazarduari Palace, image credit:
Ariful Anam (CC BY-SA 3.0).
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The social life of spiders

How do animals minimise the costs
of group living? Lena Grinsted will use
social and colonial spiders to study this
fundamental evolutionary question,
comparing species and their kin-group
formation
Unknown to most people, some spiders
form groups wherein hundreds of
spiders live peacefully together, sharing
the chores of hunting, nest building
and babysitting. I will use group-living
spiders to study questions about how
animals evolve, which are relevant
to our own and our distant relatives’
evolutionary past.
A central question in evolutionary
biology is: how do animals evolve to live
in groups? We know of many benefits
that encourage individuals to cooperate,
such as when wolves hunt in packs to
capture larger prey. However, living in
close proximity to other individuals –
often close relatives – brings about a
number of problems. Competition for
food or nest sites may arise, and if one
only has brothers, sisters and cousins
as mating partners, then inbreeding
becomes inevitable. How do groupliving animals solve these problems?
This is the main theme of my Early
Career Fellowship. More specifically I
ask: how does evolution shape the trend
to disperse, i.e. move away, from your
family group in order to minimise the
costs of living in groups?

Spiders provide an excellent study
system for addressing this question.
Although spiders are famous for being
aggressive, solitary predators, groupliving has evolved many times in spiders,
via one of two evolutionary routes.
Firstly, the so-called social spiders
live in communities in the tropics and
subtropics where they cooperate in
catching prey, feeding and caring for
their young. They have evolved via a
distinct route starting with maternal care,
progressing into cooperation amongst
juveniles, followed by the evolutionary
step of losing their juvenile dispersal
stage. At this point, siblings simply
remain in their mother’s nest and breed
with their siblings, generation after
generation. Hence, social spiders are
extremely inbred. I aim to unravel this
inbreeding mystery. By collecting spiders
in Africa and using state-of-the-art
genetic analyses I aim to reveal whether,
in the evolution of social living, spiders
may have retained a small tendency to
disperse away from their nest, in order to
find and breed with non-relatives.
Through a different evolutionary
route, the so-called colonial spiders
have come to live in non-cooperative
communities of unrelated individuals
wherein spiders defend their own
personal territories within a larger web. I
plan to establish how dispersal tendencies
have evolved in this route to groupliving. This will clarify how individuals

come together to form groups; how, or
whether, individuals disperse from their
groups to find mates; and whether males
and females differ in these tendencies.
To this end I will perform behavioural
experiments in Israel and set up
population genetic studies.
Finally, a third type of group-living
has evolved, perhaps via a combination
of both of the above evolutionary routes.
I recently discovered colonies on Bali
with two closely related spider species
living together. Both species show
characteristics from both the social and
colonial spiders; they show maternal care
and cooperation among juveniles, but
they defend their own territories within
the group. I will perform behavioural
observations in the field combined
with population genetic studies to learn
about these unique multi-species groups’
evolutionary past.
Dr Lena Grinsted
Royal Holloway, University of London
Early Career Fellowship

ABOVE Colony of Cyrtophora spiders
covering an entire tree. Photo credit:
Dr Virginia Settepani.
COVER THUMBNAIL Social Stegodyphus
spiders cooperating in catching prey. Photo
credit: Dr Virginia Settepani.
www.leverhulme.ac.uk

LEVERHULME SEPT16 NEWSLTTR.indd 5

5

16/08/2016 06:38

Marking death in South Sudan
Zoe Cormack’s ground-breaking
study will be the first to investigate
the histories and meanings of
visually striking Southern Sudanese
funerary monuments both in museum
collections and in South Sudan, putting
them in the context of evolving ways
of marking death in changing political
circumstances
For many, South Sudan is synonymous
with a troubled history of enslavement,
colonisation and civil war: a country in
which death might seem to have become
almost banal. But beyond media images
of conflict and humanitarian crisis, how
have South Sudanese people responded
to death through periods of chronic
insecurity?
During my Fellowship, I will
address this question through an
interdisciplinary study of grave marking

and memorial cultures. My focus is an
extraordinary group of visually striking
South Sudanese funerary monuments.
These statues are traditionally installed
in the ground above a grave or at a site
of commemoration. Carved from wood,
often greater than human height, they
are either figurative or stylised natural
branch formations. These artefacts are
not exclusively associated with any single
ethnic group and were historically found
across the entire western half of South
Sudan. They conspicuously mark death,
identity and belonging on the landscape.
Partly because of their striking
appearance, these objects have excited
the interest not only of scholars but
also of art collectors. A large number,
dating from the mid-nineteenth to
the late-twentieth century have found
their way into museum and private
collections. Examples are on display at

The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New
York, The British Museum in London
and Le Musée du Quai Branly in Paris,
making them among the highest profile
examples of South Sudanese creative
culture in the world.
What excites me about these
objects is how they speak simultaneously
to the material culture of death,
the anthropology of landscape and
memory and the historical study of
empire and collecting. My project
will be the first major comparative
study of this material, exploring both
the meaning of these objects to the
people who produced them, as well
as the historical relationships that led
to their incorporation into western
museum collections, revealing how these
collections are themselves entangled in
practices of slavery and the tumultuous
history of South Sudan. The first grave
markers entered museums in the midnineteenth century, during a period of
considerable violence and extraction.
More recently, there are reports of
funerary statues being looted in postcolonial civil wars.
I will be carrying out detailed
comparative analyses in museums,
photographic archives, and private
collections. I will also be conducting
research in South Sudan, returning to
parts of the country where I worked for
my doctoral thesis and to other areas
where large numbers of grave markers
have been recorded and collected. I plan
to interview craftsmen and local people,
observe current practice and record local
understandings of the use and value of
grave markers.
Through this research, I hope to
offer a new way of thinking about the
turbulent past of South Sudan and how
it has been perceived by ordinary people,
through the lens of one group of artefacts
and their creative practice.
Dr Zoe Cormack
University of Oxford
Early Career Fellowship

LEFT A funerary statue photographed
by E.E Evans-Pritchard (1929). © Pitt
Rivers Museum, University of Oxford
(1998.343.5.2).
COVER THUMBNAIL Bongo grave
in South Sudan (1926). H.C. Jackson
collection, Sudan Archive, Durham
University.
6
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Frozen but not forgotten: microbial habitability and
preservation in planetary fluids

Claire Cousins and her team will
venture to places on Earth that share
similar chemistries to environments on
Mars, Europa, and Enceladus; using
these natural laboratories to understand
how microbial life is sustained under
freezing conditions
Our understanding of habitability
across the Solar System has increased
dramatically over the past decade, from
the discovery of water on ancient Mars
to subsurface oceans within icy moons.
In particular, subsurface hydrothermal
activity exists throughout the Solar
System, with huge implications for
the possibility of life beyond Earth.
We are on the cusp of exploring these
environments via robotic space probes,
yet we know little about how these places
sustain microbial life and preserve their
remains within minerals, especially when
hydrothermal fluids erupt and freeze on
planetary surfaces.
To truly understand whether these
extraterrestrial bodies could ever sustain
microorganisms within their more
clement, subsurface environments

requires novel cross-disciplinary studies
that link the geochemistry of these systems
to the requirements of life. In particular,
there is a need to trace, end-to-end,
how microbial communities driven
by extraterrestrial chemistry manifest
themselves within the spacecraftaccessible surface minerals produced by
these environments.
We will venture to places on
Earth that share similar chemistries to
environments on Mars, and the two
moons Europa and Enceladus. We will use
these natural laboratories to understand
how microbial life interacts with these
environments when they freeze using
experimental microbiology and computer
modelling. Fieldwork-to-planetary
analogue sites in Iceland and Canada
will provide geochemical parameters,
microbial communities, and mineral
precipitates that have physical and
chemical similarities to aqueous
environments on the celestial bodies. We
will use these to test the habitability of
laboratory fluids that mimic the
chemistry of extraterrestrial hydrothermal
fluids. Both natural and laboratory fluids

will be frozen to induce mineral
precipitation, simulating what happens
on sub-zero planetary surfaces. We will
expose these minerals, and any microbial
remnants they contain (‘biosignatures’),
to the harsh radiation environment found
in space by using an ultraviolet light
source and a gamma irradiation facility
to test how different minerals protect
biosignatures from destruction.
Alongside this experimental work,
geochemical modelling will be used
to calculate the sequence of mineral
formation from hydrothermal fluids,
with and without the influence of biology,
providing a framework within which to
interpret data from experimental and
field studies. Overall, our research will
inform the astrobiological exploration
and provide details of the habitability of
our Solar System.
Dr Claire Cousins
University of St Andrews
Research Project Grant
ABOVE Frozen hot springs in Iceland.
www.leverhulme.ac.uk
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Uncovering the dawn of the skeleton
Duncan Murdock will use the only
real-time record of the Cambrian
explosion – the fossil remains of the
earliest animal skeletons – along with
what we know about how animals
grow skeletons today, to build the most
complete picture of the cause of this
irrevocable change
In dusty cabinets, behind locked
doors, in museums around the world
are drawers of glass vials, microscope
slides and dog-eared cardboard boxes
containing what the untrained eye could
easily mistake for grains of sand – but
to me they are all tiny time machines.
Under the microscope their true
identities are revealed, the fossilised
remains of the first animals to build
skeletons, each around half a billion
years old. They transport me back to the
most dramatic event in the history of
life on Earth, the ‘Cambrian explosion’,
when in the blink of a geological eye,
the strange soft-bodied creatures that
dominated the world’s oceans were
replaced by true animals – bristling with
teeth, spines and shells.
Put in the context of what we
know about the early origins of animal
life, two remarkable observations can

be made: firstly, the variety of different
skeletons animals possess were acquired
in independent evolutionary steps, and
secondly, all this happened in the same
relatively short period of time. What
drove these extraordinary events?
Genes are the blueprint for
building an animal but are not a fixed
instruction manual that is read just
once. Rather, the reading of genes is a
dynamic and continual process. Right
now tiny portions of your DNA (known
as regulatory elements) are turning
genes on and off causing cascades of
reactions (a regulatory network) to keep
your body running smoothly. These
gene regulatory networks are how the
remarkably simple genetic code shared
by every living thing can produce
creatures as different as a worm and a
warthog – it is all in the reading.
Developmental biologists have
suggested that these gene regulatory
networks were far less rigid early on in
animal evolution. This predicts that the
ways in which the first animals built their
skeletons would vary much more than
later on in their evolution, as different
families of animals independently
used the genes they inherited from
their common ancestors to build ever

more complex, and progressively more
regulated networks. More regulation
means fewer possible cascades of genes
turning on and off, so less variation in
what those cascades can produce.
Over the course of my Fellowship
I will use the information that is locked
inside these tiny skeletons to test these
ideas. By using high magnification
electron microscopes and 3D X-ray
imaging I can peer into the tiny
differences in their microscopic internal
structures and measure the variability of
the shape of individual teeth, spines and
shells.
These journeys back in time,
in collaboration with developmental
biologists studying growth of skeletons
today, will allow me to reconstruct how
the first skeletons were made. I can then
weigh-up the relative importance of
biological and environmental factors
in the Cambrian explosion, and add
a crucial piece to the puzzle of the
extraordinary events that took place half
a billion years ago.
Dr Duncan Murdock
Oxford University Museum of
Natural History
Early Career Fellowship

LEFT A small snapshot of the range
of skeletal bits and pieces that can be
recovered from Cambrian rocks, in this
case from the Comley Limestones in
Shropshire.
8
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Recomposing ancient music: a case study in
Akkadian song

Although cuneiform writings on clay
tablets provide details of a rich musical
culture in ancient Mesopotamia and
playable replicas of instruments have
been constructed, we do not know how
the music sounded; Stephanie Conner
aims to produce an empirical method for
recomposing songs in an Akkadian style
The history of human music is incalculably
long, the history of music notation is, by
comparison, extremely short. Shorter
still is the history of sound recording,
which means that the vast majority of
music played, sung and listened to by our
ancestors is now irretrievably lost.
Vestiges of ancient musical
traditions, such as instrument remains,
song texts, tuning instructions and treatises,
are sources of fascination to scholars and
performers alike, while the construction
of playable replicas of ancient instruments
enables today’s musicians to draw on
these source materials to create exciting
historically informed and historically
inspired music. As one such musician,
I owe the existence of my performance
practice to the historians, linguists and
archaeologists, who discover, translate and
interpret the materials I use. In exchange,
my performances help to animate that
research, enhancing scholars’ practical and
experiential understanding of their field.
However, because so many crucial details
of history’s oral traditions are unpreserved

or untranslatable, we performers have
had to accept that inventing music based
on the precious little information that
remains is an intuitive rather than an
evidence-based or empirical process.
No matter how many features of an
ancient musical style can be substantively
verified or convincingly hypothesised,
there will always be knowledge gaps
for performers to fill. I am developing a
new method that uses evidence-based
predictions to fill said gaps – predictions
that I envisage will grant musicians like
me a little less dependence on musical
intuition alone as we strive to ‘recompose’
ancient music.
Because the information we inherit
from the distant past is so fragmentary,
we must look to the music of the present,
and recent past, to provide evidence
on which to base predictions about the
characteristics of ancient music. The
comparative method used by linguists in
their reconstruction of dead languages
can be extended into the realms of song
through an investigation of the ways in
which song melodies relate to song texts
in a range of singing styles. Documenting
frequently occurring patterns in musictext relationships will allow us to predict
some of the likely features of ancient songs
for which text but no melody survives.
I am developing this method more
specifically in order to compose and perform
song texts from ancient Mesopotamia,

which are preserved in cuneiform writing
on clay tablets and include hymns,
lullabies, incantations and love songs.
They are accompanied by a number of
surprisingly detailed cuneiform tablets
describing tuning systems and other
musical technicalities. One set of tablets,
the so-called ‘Hurrian Hymns’, is thought
to contain a form of music notation, which
has not yet been convincingly deciphered.
This small but compelling corpus of
archaeological evidence brings us
tantalisingly close to being able to imagine
how Mesopotamian music might have
sounded, but its obscure and fragmentary
nature leaves many questions about
musical style unanswered. I believe that a
comparative study of more recent singing
styles provides the best possible hope of
answering those questions plausibly.
Dr Stephanie Conner
University of Huddersfield
Early Career Fellowship
ABOVE A modern reconstruction of the
silver ‘Lyre of Ur’, discovered in 1922 at
the Royal Cemetery of Ur, in modern Iraq
(Ancient Mesopotamia). Dating from the
Early Dynastic III Period (2550–2450 BCE),
the instrument is over 4500-years-old and is
currently held by the British Museum. This is
one of about five playable replicas currently
in circulation. © Mark Harmer, 2015.
www.leverhulme.ac.uk
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Who was Satyajit Ray?

Chandak Sengoopta’s biographical study
explores the contradictory identities
of the Indian filmmaker, Satyajit Ray,
Carolyn Allen, of the Trust, reports
Satyajit Ray (1921–1992) was the first
filmmaker to put India on the world
cinema map and remains one of her
foremost cultural ambassadors. In
Bengal, he is worshipped as a local hero,
although less for his films than for his
immensely popular books and songs. In
Hollywood, he is recognised as one of
the world’s greatest ‘humanist’ directors;
a master storyteller more interested in
communicating emotions than political
ideas. Of all Ray’s identities, this is the
most famous but also the most bizarre,
says Chandak Sengoopta, professor
of history at Birkbeck, University of
London: “Certainly, Ray was always
telling a story and telling that story in
the most interesting way he could. But
his films were increasingly open about
his politics – not just the politics of
government, but the politics of race and
class, politics of gender and the politics of
colonialism”.
10

So how did Ray become so
misunderstood? In a project funded
by a 2007 Leverhulme Trust Research
Fellowship, Chandak showed how
American acclaim for Ray’s first film,
Pather Panchali (Song of the Little
Road, 1955) was founded on the
mistaken understanding that it was
a documentary, faithfully portraying
village life in India. Although that
misconception didn’t last – and Ray
himself was always clear that the film
script was based directly on a novel
by Bengali author, Bibhutibhushan
Bandyopadhyay – the ‘humanist’ label
stuck fast. This, Chandak argues, is in
no small part due to the fact that Ray’s
films are rarely studied in their social,
cultural and political context. They are
also nearly all in Bengali, and although
many have subtitles, these are often poor
translations – especially of the rich, more
complex dialogue used in his later films.
A native Bengali speaker, Chandak
was awarded a 2012 Major Research
Fellowship for a comprehensive study
of Ray’s life, his art, and the diverse
reputations he came to acquire. The

project was based on a collection of
rarely accessible manuscripts and other
archival material that Ray’s son, Sandip,
invited him to use. Stored at the Ray
family home, the archive proved to be
a biographer’s dream with a wealth of
previously unstudied scrapbooks, letters
and manuscripts. Amongst its many
treasures, Chandak found a handwritten
script of The Home and the World based
on Rabindranath Tagore’s 1916 novel of
the same name. Completed in 1946, this
was the first complete screenplay Ray
had ever written. “As far as I know, apart
from other members of the family, I am
the only person to have even seen it. Not
because it was in any way a secret but
because no-one had shown any interest,”
Chandak explains. Ray eventually made
The Home and the World in 1984, but
there are massive differences between
the 1946 script and the version he used
nearly four decades later. Comparing
these two interpretations of the same
novel, Chandak could see not only Ray’s
development as a filmmaker but also
a profound change in his outlook on
contemporary politics.
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When Ray wrote his first
screenplay, independence was still a
year away, and although India was
torn by anti-colonial protests as well
as religious riots, progressive Indian
intellectuals regarded nationalism in
a positive light. Ray’s script reflects
the times faithfully, documenting the
many competing approaches to Indian
nationalism that were dividing opinion
at the time but ending on an optimistic
note. By the 1980s, when Ray returned
to The Home and the World, India had
been free of colonial rule for nearly four
decades but Hindu-Muslim antagonism
was again a burning issue. While his
new script still addressed the theme of
nationalism, its emphasis was on HinduMuslim tensions and its conclusion was
entirely tragic. Ray’s shift in attitude,
Chandak argues, reflects his dismay
at the growing institutionalisation of
corruption in Indian life and politics.
From the beginning to the end of his
career, Ray’s films – and even more so his
books – chart the weakening of his old
faith in nation, science, and the power of
individual morality.

One of the major outcomes of
Chandak’s project will be a comprehensive
biography of this iconic but ill-understood
artist, exploring how his career was
shaped by the interaction of regional,
national and global forces unique to his
time. It will also highlight the radical
qualities of Ray’s work, he says, and its
relevance to our age of globalisation
and cultural hybridity. “Ray has been
pigeonholed for over 65 years now –
celebrated only for the so-called
‘humanism’ of his films – but I hope my
biography, when it is published will go
some way to dispelling that myth and
demonstrating Ray’s importance as a
political commentator of his time”.
ABOVE Ray, Satyajit, 1970. Priya/The
Kobal Collection.
ABOVE LEFT The Home and the World,
1982. National Film Development Corp of
India/ The Kobal Collection.
COVER Pather Panchali, 1956. Govt of W.
Bengal/The Kobal Collection.

Chandak Sengoopta’s book The Ray’s
Before Satyajit was published in June by
Oxford University Press.
www.leverhulme.ac.uk
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Quentin Bell: life and work
Andrew McNeillie aims to write a study
of Quentin Bell’s life and work – his
career as a ceramicist and sculptor, his
political activities and theories of art;
with particular attention to the 1930s his
book will make a significant contribution
to understanding the role of the visual
arts in this era
Quentin Bell (1910–1996) is probably known
to readers of this newsletter, if known at all,
as the nephew and biographer of Virginia
Woolf. But there was much more to his
life and his achievements than that work,
masterful though it undoubtedly is. He left
school at seventeen without any formal
qualifications, determined to be a painter.
It didn’t quite work out like that. But he did
develop as an artist of marked originality
and sensuality, in ceramics, terracotta, and
larger sculpture. Along the way he became
an engaged art theorist and a critic.
In the 1930s his politics – which
he pursued from the ward level in the
interests of Labour to the upper reaches
of international cultural engagement –
moved to the frontiers of Communism,
though he could not find it in him to cross
the border and sign up to Stalin’s agenda.
So he remained, like many of his class and
generation, a committed fellow traveller,
ready as many were not to support the
aims and actions of the Front populaire.
In 1935 Bell went to Stoke-on-Trent
– to Arnold Bennett’s ‘Five Towns’ – to
apprentice himself to the craft of pottery,
studying for three or four months at the
Burslem School of Art. While in Stoke,
he was politically active and developed
his natural aptitude for public speaking.
In this departure northwards from the
metropolis, he might be seen as anticipating
the trajectories of his friends in the Euston

Road School of painters; of George Orwell,
who went in pursuit of Wigan Pier in 1936;
of the Mass Observationists who began to
organise in 1937; and in the spirit of John
Grierson’s documentary film unit.

Perhaps we tend to think of
the 1930s as a literary decade, at the
expense of the visual arts. So too, with
the exception of Picasso’s Guernica,
we probably see the Spanish Civil War.
Simon Martin in his Conscience and
Conflict: British Artists and the Spanish
Civil War (2014) powerfully readjusts
this view of Auden’s ‘low, dishonest
decade’. The unpublished materials in
Quentin Bell’s archive – including much
aesthetic theorising and contemporary
engagement provide an invaluable
supplement to this different account of
the period. And this is what will form the
core of my study.
Professor Andrew McNeillie
University of Exeter
Emeritus Fellowship

ABOVE Levitating Woman ‘The Dreamer’,
Quentin Bell. Image © University of Leeds.
LEFT Levitation women, maquette in
Quentin Bell’s house.
12
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A novel method to assess the effects of forest
degradation on mammal diversity
Using innovative molecular techniques
to identify mammal species from DNA
within the stomachs of terrestrial
leeches, Rosie Drinkwater seeks to
explain the impact of agricultural
expansion on tropical ecosystems
Borneo is a large tropical island in SouthEast Asia which is home to incredible
levels of biodiversity with hundreds of
native mammals and birds and thousands
of species of insects and plants. Many of
these species are endemic to the island,
meaning they are found nowhere else
on Earth. Unfortunately, the hyperdiverse ecosystems of Borneo are being
increasingly threatened, with large-scale
habitat loss driven by logging and landconversion for agricultural plantations.
These activities have left behind degraded
forest patches within a mosaic of
agricultural land and plantations.
A lot of valuable ecological research
has championed the conservation of
protected areas and pristine rainforests;
however, as degraded landscapes are
becoming a dominant feature on Borneo,
the research focus is shifting. Now,
rapid assessments and biomonitoring of
degraded rainforests are urgently needed
to identify priorities for conservation,
and evaluate their importance as wildlife
havens and corridors between isolated
larger tracts of forest.
The overall focus of my project
is to investigate how forest degradation
is impacting mammal communities by
sampling across a gradient of different
habitats and disturbed sites, including
rainforest that is pristine, or has been
subject to varying levels of logging. To
achieve this, instead of using traditional
mammal sampling techniques – which are
often expensive and time-consuming – I am
collecting and analysing the mammalian
DNA retrieved from the blood-meals of
leeches. In Borneo’s rainforests there are

One of the abundant land-leech
species, the tiger leech (Haemadipsa
picta) on leaf. Taken at Danum
Valley Conservation Area, Lahad
Datu, Sabah. Photo by Dr R Knell.
two abundant species of land leech which
feed primarily on mammalian blood. DNA
can then be sequenced from this blood
using highly-sensitive and sophisticated
technologies that are more commonly
applied to the study of ancient DNA. By
comparing the DNA sequences collected
with those available for different Bornean
mammals, I will be able to identify which
species occur across the landscape, so
building up a map of the mammals that use
degraded forests. Using blood-meal derived
DNA in this way allows for mammal

detection without having to observe or catch
the individual, which is beneficial when
studying rare or endangered species.
Thanks to this Studentship I will be
able to work in world-class laboratories in
Copenhagen, at the Natural History Museum
of Denmark, alongside the research group
that pioneered this technique. This is an
amazing opportunity to process and analyse
my leech samples in facilities that are not
available yet in my home institute. This
Studentship will also allow me to return for
an extra field season to Sabah, in Borneo,
to collect more leeches from the same
sites I visited in 2015. This will give me an
important comparison, as the rainforest
disturbance is ongoing and will provide
insights into the effects of increasing landuse change and into which species are most
vulnerable to the negative effects.
Ms Rosie Drinkwater
Study Abroad Studentship
LEFT Degraded rainforest, at the Stability
of Altered Forest Ecosystems (SAFE) project,
Kalabakan forest reserve, Sabah. Photo by
D Bennett.
www.leverhulme.ac.uk
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Understanding and generating nonverbal behaviour
Two people engaged in conversation
coordinate in many ways, including
facial actions, gestures, words, and
posture; Antonia Hamilton’s project
aims to test cognitive theories and
advance computational models of
nonverbal behaviour
In face-to-face conversations we all speak
two languages at once. Apart from spoken
language, we unconsciously coordinate
our nonverbal behaviour – or ‘body
language’ – including postures, gestures,
facial expressions and eye contact.
Understanding how social
interaction works has been described as
the ‘dark matter’ of social neuroscience,
and until recently it has been hard to
systematically capture people’s body
language during a natural conversation.
Traditionally, researchers would have
to videotape the conversation and
laboriously annotate the nonverbal
behaviour they could see. Now,
technological advances in motion capture
and computer vision mean we can
automatically extract nonverbal behaviour
with unprecedented detail and precision.
At the same time, a new demand
for understanding body language
has emerged from the virtual reality
industry. Consumers can now experience
increasingly vivid and realistic-looking
virtual places, but a major challenge is to
create virtual people with equally realistic
body language. This project will therefore
bring together social neuroscientists
and computer scientists with the aim of
measuring, modelling and generating
natural nonverbal behaviours during
social interactions.

The first step will be to gather a rich
dataset describing the way that people
naturally coordinate their body language.
We will invite people to come to our lab
in pairs and strike up a conversation.
While they talk, we will track their eye
contact, facial expressions and head
movements using a head-mounted
camera system that takes a reading
25 times per second. This will give us
insight into precisely how and when
people’s body language becomes coupled
together; for example, is there a special
pattern of timing to coordinated head
movements? Are multiple nonverbal
behaviours coordinated at once? Is eyecontact a predictor for when two people
will be more coordinated?
As well as answering these
questions about human behaviour,
we will use the same dataset to train a
machine-learning model that can predict
one person’s facial expressions based on
the head movements or expressions of
their partner. Machine learning can find

the hidden patterns in a large dataset
that predict social interactions, giving
a new level of data analysis. It will also
let us generate social body language in
avatars online. Equipped with the right
machine learning model, an avatar would
be able to coordinate its body language
with a human conversation partner – for
example, if the partner smiles, the avatar
might recognise that as a cue to smile
back. Our research will therefore help
to create more effective virtual avatars
that could be used in a range of social
contexts, from gaming to technical
training to customer service, as well as
shining a light on the core processes
underlying people’s social interactions.
Dr Antonia Hamilton and Ms Jo Hale
University College London
Research Project Grant
ABOVE A participant greets a virtual
character in a motion capture study.

Thanks to the Founder
When reflecting on my work experience
at the Leverhulme Trust, I am struck
by the sheer range of scholarship
and enquiry that is encouraged and
supported. There could be no greater
tribute to the vision of Lord Leverhulme.
From mind-bending quantum physics to
esoteric medieval processions, there are
so many far flung corners of academic
enquiry that are illuminated by the Trust’s
willingness to back talented scholars
with big ideas. We lay-people struggle
to keep up with new breakthroughs and
discoveries but admire and honour those
who have so much knowledge and skill.
What we do not appreciate is that none of
these things happen without funding.
14

In making grants of £80 million
per year, the Trust gives opportunities
to hundreds of talented people to study,
research and exchange ideas with their
peers. Essentially, all this flows from the
vision of one man who, in a final act of
kindness, facilitates continuing progress
in science, social science, the arts and
humanities, nearly 100 years after his
death. Every decision made in these
offices has a unique impact, whether for
the individual researcher, academia or the
wider world. A young recipient of an Early
Career Fellowship may be set on a path
that eventually leads to a Nobel Prize.
I learned so much during my
week with the Trust. Not just the

facts and figures but also the
importance of teamwork. If the team
does not work effectively, the knock-on
effect could be huge. I also began
to understand that no matter how
obscure or seemingly bizarre the
subject, there is always someone in
search of answers. It is this insatiable
curiosity that drives the human race
in its continuous quest for insight
and understanding. So thank you,
William Hesketh Lever, for supporting
our passion for discovery and
enlightenment for so many years, and
all from a bar of Sunlight soap!
Gabriella FitzGerald
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RECENTLY AWARDED GRANTS
RESEARCH PROJECT GRANTS
Sciences
Dr Andrew Bayliss
University of East Anglia
Examining the mechanisms underpinning
shared attention
£270,862
Dr Yoselin Benitez-Alfonso
University of Leeds
Unlocking plant intercellular channels:
lessons from cell wall molecular biophysics
£353,301
Dr Roger Benson
University of Oxford
Timing the origin of genome doubling in
fossil teleosts
£248,425
Dr Jacopo Bertolotti
University of Exeter
Prime factorisation using light
£118,672
Dr Caroline Brennan
Queen Mary, University of London
The genetics of numeracy and the
evolutionary basis of number; can fish count?
£291,247
Professor Fernando Bresme
Imperial College London
Electrotunable nanoscale friction: from full
stall to superlubricity
£237,563
Dr Amanda Bretman
University of Leeds
How are flexible behavioural responses to
rapidly changing environments coordinated at
the genomic level?
£245,369
Dr David Chesmore
University of York
Automatic acoustic observatories: non-invasive
long term monitoring of acoustic species
£310,933
Dr Andy Chow
University College London
Agent-based modelling and optimisation of
transport network resilience
£72,865
Dr Georgina Cosma
Nottingham Trent University
Novel approaches for constructing optimised
multimodal data spaces
£115,355
Dr Claire Cousins
University of St Andrews
Frozen but not forgotten: microbial
habitability and preservation in planetary fluids
£165,903

Professor Norman Fenton
Queen Mary, University of London
Improved understanding of causal models in
dynamic decision-making
£383,510

Dr Daniele Leonori
University of Manchester
Visible-light mediated synthesis of nitrogencentred radicals
£105,569

Dr Kumiko Fukumura
University of Strathclyde
The mechanisms of choosing pronouns: a
cross-linguistic study
£156,799

Professor Alistair McGregor
Oxford Brookes University
How to build a spider: regulation of
segmentation in Parasteatoda tepidariorum
£160,246

Professor Ruth Gregory
Durham University
Challenging the standard model with black
holes
£192,413

Professor Michael Morgan
City University London
A bayesian approach to the control of eye
movements in human subjects
£122,047

Dr Antonia Hamilton
University College London
Understanding and generating real-time faceto-face social interactions
£314,885

Dr Ian Morris
University of Surrey
Lower bounds for Lyapunov exponents
£267,776

Dr D Flemming Hansen
University College London
Exploring the conformational sampling and
motions of side chains in proteins
£198,009
Professor Felix Hofmann
University of Oxford
Probing the invisible: characterising atomicscale point defects with X-rays
£254,220
Dr Sarah Horswell
University of Birmingham
Advanced bioelectrochemical measurements
on unsupported membranes
£245,580
Dr Francis Jiggins
University of Cambridge
The evolution and origins of arthropod RNAi
£153,665
Dr Matthew Johnson
University of Sheffield
Organisation of photosystem I and ATP
synthase in plant photosynthetic membranes
£178,389

Dr Robert Nash
Aston University
Cognitive biases in the recipience of past- and
future-oriented feedback
£98,236
Professor Tim Naylor
University of Exeter
A new understanding of planet formation
£184,349
Dr Karen Olsson-Francis
Open University
The feasibility of contemporary life elsewhere
in our Solar System
£170,394
Dr Antonio Padilla
University of Nottingham
A new approach to the cosmological constant
problem: disentangling local physics from
global
£212,393
Professor Daniel Paulusma
Durham University
Efficient graph colouring algorithms via input
restrictions
£187,316

Professor Alex Kacelnik
University of Oxford
Relational concept imprinting in ducklings
£171,635

Professor Neil Robertson
University of Edinburgh
Materials development to realise the organic
piezoelectronic transistor
£299,296

Professor Anthony Kenyon
University College London
Understanding and controlling dynamic
functional oxides
£331,470

Professor David Rueda
Imperial College London
Visualising repressor-activator competition as a
mechanism of Ikaros-mediated gene regulation
£186,209

Dr James Kilner
University College London
The role of emotion in believable acting
£149,231

Professor Saverio Russo
University of Exeter
Room temperature quantum electronics
£254,711
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Professor Pauline Schaap
University of Dundee
Understanding the molecular mechanisms
that control somatic cell specialisation
£227,354

Professor John Divers
University of Leeds
Thinking counterfactually. How would have
been reveals what is and what must be
£165,945

Dr Felix Schulze
University College London
Advances in contact topology via Lagrangian
mean curvature flow
£337,709

Dr John Gilmore
University of Warwick
Oriental poetry, Latin scholarship and the
European Enlightenment: the case of William
Jones
£249,968

Dr Howard Snelling
University of Hull
Laplacian magic windows
£123,828
Professor Gyaneshwar Srivastava
University of Exeter
Tuning thermal transport in nanocomposites
with size, shape and interface control
£228,338
Dr Anne Straube
University of Warwick
How microtubule plus tip trackers couple
polymer assembly to cargo transport
£256,434
Dr Dhanraj Vishwanath
University of St Andrews
What does it mean to ‘see in 3D’? Explaining
the phenomenology of stereopsis
£161,204
Dr Bridget Waller
University of Portsmouth
Cultural variation in the social function and
expression of guilt
£106,827
Professor Eske Willerslev
University of Cambridge
Method for quantification of ancient plant
populations using fossil pollen DNA
£354,456
Dr Kate Wilmut
Oxford Brookes University
Movement planning during reach-to-grasp
tasks across the lifespan
£52,581
Dr Mischa Zelzer
University of Nottingham
Surfaces, the next frontier in understanding
and controlling gel properties
£154,274

Humanities

Dr Nathaniel Hansen
University of Reading
The psychology of philosophical thought
experiments
£101,062
Professor John Klapper
University of Birmingham
Inner and outer exile in fascist Germany and
Spain: a comparative study
£314,730
Professor Clive Oppenheimer
University of Cambridge
Nature and impacts of Middle Pleistocene
volcanism in the Ethiopian Rift
£165,547
Dr Kim Sloan
British Museum
Enlightenment architectures: Sir Hans Sloane’s
catalogues of his collections
£332,552
Dr Sethina Watson
University of York
The register of Walter de Gray, Archbishop of
York (1215–1255)
£152,339

Social Sciences
Professor Robin Goodwin
University of Warwick
Psychological sequelea of the Great Miyagi
Earthquake: a four-wave study
£62,129
Dr Tim Jay
Sheffield Hallam University
How does game-based learning promote
children’s mathematical cognition?
£128,978

Dr Christopher Briggs
University of Cambridge
Living standards and material culture in
English rural households, 1300–1600
£319,133

Dr Alex Mesoudi
University of Exeter
The cultural evolution of social hierarchy: an
experimental investigation
£217,042

Professor Cyprian Broodbank
University of Cambridge
Archaeological deep history and dynamics of
Mediterranean Africa, c.9600–700 BCE
£115,433

Professor Charles Watkins
University of Nottingham
British amateur topographical art and
landscape in Northwest Italy, 1835–1915
£141,462
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EARLY CAREER FELLOWSHIPS
Sciences
Dr Kirsti Ashworth
University of Lancaster
Air quality impacts of land–atmosphere
interactions (AQuILA)
Dr Konstantin Barylyuk
University of Cambridge
High-resolution spatial proteomics of the
model apicomplexan Toxoplasma gondii
Dr Martin Benning
University of Cambridge
Learning from mistakes: a supervised
feedback-loop for imaging applications
Dr Radha Boya
University of Manchester
Gas separation with atomically precise
designer capillaries
Dr Guillem Carles
University of Glasgow
Seeing within extended volumes and 3D
structures: 3D imaging and applications
Dr Thibaut Charpentier
University of Leeds
Nano-enabled water desalination
Dr Jeongmin Choi
University of Cambridge
Decoding an ancient plant-microbe dialogue:
the signalling role of DWARF 14 LIKE (D14L)
protein in arbuscular mycorrhizal symbiosis
of rice
Dr George Constable
University of Bath
Noise in ecological systems: from individual
variation to ecosystem stability
Dr Andrew Crombie
University of East Anglia
Uncovering novel mechanisms for the
microbial regulation of atmospheric methane
Dr Frances Davis
University of Southampton
A novel method to characterise the high
strain rate properties of soft tissues
Dr Anita Dawes
Open University
The physico-chemical properties and
aggregation of interstellar dust and ice
Dr Duygu Dikicioglu
University of Cambridge
Understanding the beneficial impact on
biotechnological processes of mixed culture of
multiple microbial species
Dr Tao Ding
University of Cambridge
Light-powered plasmonic actuating
nanomachines: ANTs
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Dr Lena Grinsted
Royal Holloway, University of London
The social life of spiders: evolution of
dispersal and group living
Dr Fang Huang
University of Liverpool
Exploring the self-assembly and heterologous
engineering of bacterial CO2-fixing machinery
Dr Thomas Hudson
University of Warwick
A mathematical study of discrete dislocation
dynamics

Dr Juraj Szavits-Nossan
University of Edinburgh
Deciphering rules for optimal protein biosynthesis
Dr Peter Wadley
University of Nottingham
The domain structure and electrical switching
behaviour of antiferromagnets
Dr Tong Zhang
Durham University
Effective bound for arithmetic line bundles in
Arakelov geometry

Dr Anna Kalogirou
University of East Anglia
Controlling the complex behaviour of
microfluidic flows using surfactants

Dr Noa Zilberman
University of Cambridge
Systems for big data applications:
revolutionising personal computing

Dr Jackie Kendrick
University of Liverpool
Understanding the frictional behaviour of
volcanic rocks and magmas

Humanities

Dr Peter Keys
Queen’s University Belfast
The polarimetric properties of waves in the
solar atmosphere

Dr Jason Allen
University of Leeds
Witnessing, memory and poetics: trauma
and the epic in anglophone and francophone
Caribbean literature

Dr Dmitry Kishkinev
Bangor University
The disrupting effect of electromagnetic noise
on avian magnetic compass sense

Dr Luke Blaxill
Anglia Ruskin University
The war of words: quantifying the language of
British politics, 1880–1945

Dr Hong Liu
University of Warwick
Counting in finite fields, integers and graphs

Dr Menaka PP Bora
Royal Holloway, University of London
From tradition to contemporary: Sattriya
music and dance in India and global contexts

Dr Marcelo Lozada-Hidalgo
University of Manchester
Proton transport through atomically thin
interfaces
Dr Rafael Maldonado
University of Leeds
Solitonic models of atomic nuclei
Dr Duncan Murdock
Oxford University Museum of Natural History
The hard parts of the Cambrian explosion
Dr Antonio De Paola
Imperial College London
Game theory applications towards a green
and sustainable power network

Dr Rachel Bower
University of Leeds
Transcultural collaboration: poets of Leeds
and Nigeria unite, 1950–1970
Dr Stephanie Bowry
University of Leicester
Cultivating the art gallery in the early modern
garden
Dr Harriet Boyd-Bennett
University of Nottingham
Modern migrations: musical travels through
Italy in the 1920s

Dr Adrianna Catena
University of Warwick
The hatters’ blues: a microglobal history of
new world dyes in early modern Spain
Dr Stephanie Conner
University of Huddersfield
Recomposing ancient music: a case study in
Akkadian song
Dr Oskar Cox Jensen
Queen Mary, University of London
Life in London: a biography of street
indigenes in Seven Dials
Dr Anjali Bhardwaj Datta
University of Cambridge
Gendering the city: urban informalities and
production of space in Delhi
Dr Jennifer French
University College London
The palaeolithic of Europe: a demographic
and social (pre)history
Dr Robert Gallagher
University of Oxford
The Latin lexicon of Anglo-Saxon England,
871–1016: networks, contexts and uses
Dr Sarah Goldsmith
University of Leicester
Embodying the aristocrat: a history of the
eighteenth-century elite male body
Dr Aaron Graham
University College London
The problems of global finance in Britain,
Ireland and Empire, 1783–1844
Dr Charlotte Hammond
Cardiff University
Caribbean threads: Creole networks of cloth
and consumption
Mr Remco Heesen
University of Cambridge
Organising science: the social epistemology of
scientists and their incentives
Miss Charlotte Hemmings
University of Oxford
Information structure in the languages of
Northern Sarawak

Dr Angus Brown
University of Birmingham
Book lovers: affect and the history of reading
in the late age of print

Dr Christin Hoene
University of Kent
Colonial soundscapes and non-western
modernities

Mr Andrew Brown
Bournemouth University
Making land: settlement dynamics in
marginal Polynesia

Dr Florence Impens
University of Manchester
In their own words: poetry in translation in
Great Britain after 1962

Dr Guillaume Schweicher
University of Cambridge
Organic semiconductors to enable a new
electronics

Dr Tom Brughmans
University of Oxford
Mercury: understanding the Roman economy
through big data and network modelling

Miss Suzanna Ivanic
Royal Holloway, University of London
Religion for sale in counter-reformation
central Europe, 1550–1700

Dr Victor Soria-Carrasco
University of Sheffield
The impact of speciation mode on
macroevolutionary dynamics

Dr Michael Carr
University of Edinburgh
Managing otherness: papal permissions to
trade with the ‘Infidel’, 1342–1394

Dr Lama Jabb
University of Oxford
Tibetan literature as a confluence of the oral
and the literary

Dr Steven Parsons
University of Sheffield
Fundamental astrophysics with white dwarf
binaries
Dr Marc Reid
University of Strathclyde
Manganese by numbers: a ‘chem-tech’ toolbox
for innovation
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Dr Lucy Jackson
King’s College London
Ancient tales new told: the re-invention of
Greek tragedy in neo-Latin
Dr Jane Kershaw
University of Oxford
Britain’s Viking silver hoards: an
archaeological analysis of the sources and uses
of silver in Scandinavian Britain, 850–1050 CE
Dr Alison Knight
University of Cambridge
Stranger churches: hate speech and religious
refugees in early modern England
Dr Tian S. Liang
University of Oxford
Anatomising the body: art, science and the
humanities in modern China, 1851–1949
Dr Peter Lindfield
University of Stirling
Antiquarian by design: fakery and the
material object in Britain, 1720–1824
Mr David Lowther
Durham University
Imagining India: Mughal art and colonial
knowledge networks in the creation of
modern British zoology, 1800–1858
Dr Lydia Luncz
University of Oxford
Lost technology: using chimpanzee wooden
tools to identify missing human records
Dr Michael Malay
University of Sheffield
Faceless extinctions

Dr Sean Roberts
University of Bristol
Identifying causal effects in cultural systems
Ms Elizabeth Sandis
University of Birmingham
Political playmaking at the universities of
England, 1605–1665

Dr Dalel Benbabaali
University of Oxford
Uprooted adivasis: conflict, development and
displacement in central India
Dr Hannah-Louise Clark
University of Glasgow
Healing the body of the nation? Healthcare
and the state in Algeria c.1800–1980

Ms Kathryn Santner
School of Advanced Study, University of
London
Art and the lived experience of Peruvian and
Philippine religious women

Dr Elena Cooper
University of Glasgow
Intellectual property and criminalisation: an
historical perspective

Dr Karian Schuitema
Bath Spa University
Knowledge co-production with children in
special schools through community arts

Dr Zoe Cormack
University of Oxford
Marking death in South Sudan: funerary art
in museum collections and beyond

Dr Thomas Smith
University of Leeds
The rise of papal provisions in thirteenthcentury England

Dr Emma Davidson
University of Edinburgh
A new page? Libraries, austerity and the
shifting boundaries of civil society

Dr Preti Taneja
University of Warwick
Shakespeare and human rights

Dr Sam Halvorsen
University of Cambridge
Rethinking territory from below: learning
from theory and practice in Argentina

Dr Damian Taylor
University of Oxford
Making and immateriality: art and
embodiment in the digital age
Dr Claudia Tobin
University of Cambridge
Colour and the imagination: chromatic
experience in modern literature and art

Dr Sophia Hatzisavvidou
University of East Anglia
Green arguments: scientific evidence and
political persuasion
Dr Anni Kajanus
London School of Economics and Political Science
Cooperation, punishment and violence – a
comparative study of children’s cooperative
relationships in China and in the UK

Dr Thomas McClelland
University of Warwick
Mental action and cognitive phenomenology:
lessons from enactivism

Dr Guido van Meersbergen
University of Warwick
Cross-cultural diplomacy compared:
European diplomats in South Asia, 1600–
1750

Dr Emily McLaughlin
University of Cambridge
Poetic ecologies: the praxis of relation in
recent French and francophone poetry

Dr Rob Waters
University of Sussex
Streets that went black? Cultures of blackness
and politics in London, 1958–1981

Dr Samuel Kirwan
University of Warwick
Living in debt: a sociology of everyday
indebtedness

Dr Emily Oliver
University of Warwick
Broadcasting nations: a history of the BBC
German Service, 1938–1999

Dr Emma Whipday
University College London
“You see my sister’s yet at my dispose”:
siblings, subordinate roles and proprietary
rights on the early modern stage

Dr George Kyris
University of Birmingham
Conflict, statehood and sovereignty in world
politics

Dr Nicholas Palfreyman
University of Central Lancashire
Patterns of variation and local identities in
Indonesian sign language varieties
Dr Maroula Perisanidi
University of Leeds
Reform and clerical authority in the eleventh
century: a comparative perspective
Dr John-Mark Philo
University of East Anglia
The reception of Tacitus in the British Isles
(1500–1600)
Dr Rachel Randall
University of Oxford
A part of the family? Domésticas, babás and
nanas in Brazilian and Chilean culture
18

Dr Darryl Wilkinson
University of Cambridge
Anarchism in the prehistoric Andes: the
material culture of anti-complexity
Dr Gavin Williams
King’s College London
Geographies of the gramophone: recorded
music and urban space, 1897–1939

Dr Nino Kemoklidze
University of Birmingham
Self-determination and secession in Europe’s
‘near abroad’

Dr Alexander Leveringhaus
University of Manchester
The politics of rescue revisited: non-state
actors, drones, and intervention
Dr Kirsty Lohman
University of Surrey
Punk, politics and gender in the UK

Social Sciences

Mr Eric Lybeck
University of Exeter
The academic self: changes in university
expectations since 1800

Dr Wendy Asquith
University of Nottingham
Universal human rights: a century of
intergovernmental display at world’s fairs

Dr Chandra Morrison
London School of Economics and Political Science
New muralism and the politics of erasure: a
study of public culture in Peru
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Dr Amrei Mueller
Queen’s University Belfast
Healthcare in conflict: do armed groups have
obligations and responsibilities?

EMERITUS FELLOWSHIPS
Sciences

Dr Michal Murawski
Queen Mary, University of London
Moscow makeover: architecture and politics
in Putin’s paradise

Professor Colin Aitken
University of Edinburgh
Statistics and the evaluation of evidence for
forensic scientists
£20,920

Dr Peg Murray-Evans
University of York
Talking power: South Africa and the pursuit
of legitimacy in the global order

Professor Paul Carling
University of Southampton
Meteorite impact-stratigraphy and environmental
interpretation in north-east Thailand
£21,984

Dr Chloe Nahum-Claudel
London School of Economics and Political
Science
Intimate witchcraft: forging human life
between unseen and phenomenal worlds

Professor Philip Charles
University of Southampton
Fundamental properties of galactic X-ray binaries
£18,269

Dr Jonna Nyman
University of Sheffield
Securing China: understanding security
politics beyond the west

Professor Jennifer Clack
University of Cambridge
The earliest tetrapods: environment, faunal
associations, and terrestrialisation
£21,925

Dr Janosch Prinz
University of East Anglia
More democratic, more realistic: toward a
diagnostic approach to legitimacy

Professor Thomas Collett
University of Sussex
Tailoring wasp learning behaviour to different
modes of locomotion
£18,060

Dr Lizzie Richardson
Durham University
Digital workplaces: technology and the selforganisation of work

Professor Peter Crittenden
University of Nottingham
Nitrogen relationships of lichens
£21,136

Dr Barbara Samaluk
University of Greenwich
Aiming for skilled or secure employment on
the EU market: a Sisyphean task?

Professor Michael Duff
Imperial College London
Gravity as the square of a gauge theory
£21,950

Dr Clara Sandelind
University of Sheffield
Trust and solidarity in Scandinavia:
immigration and narratives of bounded
communities
Dr Rosemary Smith
University of Nottingham
The university revolutionised: upheaval and
massification in post-2000 Cuba

Professor Robert Evans
University of Bristol
Understanding interfacial and adsorption
phenomena in liquids
£12,208
Professor Douglas Gough
University of Cambridge
The structure and dynamics of the Sun
£12,074

Dr Banu Turnaoglu
University of Cambridge
The western question: the eastern question
seen from the east

Professor Leslie Morland
University of East Anglia
Constitutive laws for evolving fabric in ice;
their influence on ice-sheet flow
£14,500

Dr Lani Watson
University of Edinburgh
An interdisciplinary investigation into the
education of questioning

Professor Ekhard Salje
University of Cambridge
Multiferroic domain boundaries
£21,700

Dr Julia Welland
University of Warwick
The joy of war: pleasure and performance in
contemporary military conduct

Professor Anthony Stace
University of Nottingham
Understanding how charged dielectric
particles interact with one another
£21,857

Dr Hila Zaban
University of Warwick
The urban effects of British Jews’
transnational practices on London and
Israel

Dr Murray Stewart
MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology
Integration of nuclear steps in the gene
expression pathway with nuclear export
£9,700

Professor Mark Swenarton
University of Liverpool
The housing programme of the London Borough
of Camden under Sydney Cook, 1965–1973
£8,220
Dr Iain Wilkie
University of Glasgow
Functional characterisation of neuropeptides
in a basal echinoderm – Antedon mediterranea
£7,560
Professor Wojciech Zakrzewski
Durham University
Quasi-integrability of soliton systems
£10,900

Humanities
Professor Joseph Bergin
University of Manchester
Enduring passions – religion and political
conflict in France, 1600–1914
£17,150
Professor Alan Bowman
University of Oxford
Corpus of Ptolemaic inscriptions
£21,278
Professor Robin Dennell
University of Exeter
From Arabia to the Pacific: how our species
colonised Asia
£14,960
Professor Richard Gray
University of Essex
Speaking the unspeakable: major American
writers and the writing of trauma
£13,500
Dr Jennifer Harris
University of Manchester
Material strategy – textiles as process and
metaphor in visual art 1960–present
£4,830
Professor David Hawkins
SOAS, University of London
Corpus of Hieroglyphic Luwian inscriptions
volume III
£22,000
Professor Lyn Innes
University of Kent
The last nawab of Bengal, and British relations
£7,235
Professor Robert Lethbridge
University of St Andrews
A critical edition of Emile Zola’s writings on
the visual arts
£7,990
Professor Andrew McNeillie
University of Exeter
Quentin Bell: life and work. A biographical study
£6,822
Professor Helen Taylor
University of Exeter
Rooms of our own: British women’s lives in fiction
£17,428
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Professor Lisa Tickner
Courtauld Institute of Art, University of London
The London art world in the 1960s
£11,500
Dr Gus Wylie
University of the Arts London
The campagna romana revisited
£6,400

Social Sciences

Dr James Scorer
University of Manchester
Comics and the Latin American city: framing
urban communities
£95,912
Professor Joanna Story
University of Leicester
Networks of knowledge in early medieval
Europe: insular manuscripts, ad 650–850
£87,507

Professor Paul Blyton
Cardiff University
Working time, work–life balance and wellbeing: who’s winning and losing and why
£19,860

Dr Stephan Torre
University of Aberdeen
What’s so special about first-person thought?
£96,782

Professor Michael Freeden
University of Nottingham
Listening to silence: lack and absence in
political theory
£6,960

Social Sciences

Professor Paddy Hillyard
Queen’s University Belfast
The stalker affair: coincidence or conspiracy?
£16,374
Professor Linda McDowell
University of Oxford
Rethinking deference: the decline and rise of
the deferential worker
£17,440
Professor Paul Thompson
University of Essex
Pioneers of social research
£8,440
Professor Barbara Townley
University of St Andrews
Becoming homo economicus: creative labour,
IP and the valuation of goods
£21,912
Professor Paul White
University of Sheffield
The separation of high-skilled migrant
communities in European capital cities
£8,906

INTERNATIONAL NETWORKS
Sciences
Professor Beverley Inkson
University of Sheffield
PicoFIB network: fundamentals of atom
patterning using focused gas-ion beams
£125,765
Dr Katrin Leschke
University of Leicester
Minimal surfaces: integrable systems and
visualisation
£105,520

Professor Jane Seale
Open University
Disabled students, ICT, post-compulsory
education and employment: in search of new
solutions
£123,911

STUDY ABROAD STUDENTSHIPS
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Miss Anna Fernandez De Paco
Directing documentary and narrative film –
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Mr David Jervis
Masters in orchestral performance – Germany
Mr James Norrie
Transforming ideology and the cult of saints
in the eleventh century – Italy
Mr Samuel O’Donoghue
The holocaust in Spanish culture under
Franco – Spain
Miss Isabel Stokholm
Doctoral research on fathers and sons?
Uncovering cross-generational relations in the
Russian art world – Russia

Social Sciences
Mr William Altoft
Masters of science in international
development studies – Norway

Study Abroad Students receive basic
maintenance costs of £18,000 a year, a
dependent allowance, and travel costs.

Mr Matthew Bamber
Doctoral research in a comparative study of
Islamic State’s contemporary state-building
strategy across Iraq, Syria, Libya and Nigeria
– Switzerland

Sciences

Ms Antonia Foldes
MA in European studies – Poland

Dr Tom Bullock
Harnessing incompatibility: the standard
quantum limit and tight error bounds –
Finland

Mr Benjamin Lawrence
Doctoral research in Cambodia’s competing
constitutional sites and spirits – Cambodia

Mr Anthony Carter
1,8-Naphthalimide based ligands for
supramolecular lanthanide spintronics –
Germany
Miss Emma Doherty
Master of biological anthropology – Australia
Ms Rosie Drinkwater
Doctoral research in a novel method to assess
the effects of forest degradation on mammal
diversity – Denmark and Malaysia
Mr Luke McClean
MRes in coevolution of a little known brood
parasite and its host: the honeyguide – South
Africa

Miss Caitlin McCormack
MSc in rural development and natural
resource management – Sweden
Mr Stephen Millar
Sounding dissent: music, resistance, and Irish
Republicanism – Republic of Ireland
Ms Philippa Morgan
Doctoral research in international politics – China
Ms Densua Mumford
Doctoral studies in empowering international
parliaments: the East African legislative
assembly – Switzerland
Ms Martha Nicholson
MA in public health sciences – Sweden

Dr Joanne Sampson
Complex nanomaterials from cyclic peptides
– Australia

Dr Natalie Papanastasiou
European governance as scalecraft – The
Netherlands

Miss Helen Scott
Masters in brain and cognitive sciences – The
Netherlands

Mr Benjamin Radley
Doctoral research in foreign direct investment
and capitalist development in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo – Democratic Republic
of the Congo

Humanities
Professor Jiehong Jiang
Birmingham City University
Everyday legend: reinventing traditions in
Chinese contemporary art
£95,114

Dr Silvia Espelt Bombin
Making peace in the Brazilian Amazon and
the Guianas, 1600–1820 – Portugal

Humanities
Dr Anna Cant
The sound of modernity: radio education in
rural Colombia, 1960–1980 – Colombia

Mr Adam Wood
Doctoral research on Italy’s school-building
programme: designing space for people? –
Italy and Australia

September 2016

LEVERHULME SEPT16 NEWSLTTR.indd 20

16/08/2016 12:54

